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Hello Everyone, 

 

Digging dandelions.  In the 

late 1940s, early 1950s, my 

sister Betty and two brothers 

Earl and Andy and I dug dandelions in our yard in 

lieu of allowance.  We got paid 10 cents per bushel.  

No cheating ï it was hard not to cheat, but we didnôt.  

(Do you know how long it takes to fill a bushel bas-

ket full of dandelions?) We knew what dandelions 

looked like, young, lighter green or old and tough. 

Flowering or not, a dandelion looks like nothing else 

with its unmistakable leaf pattern.  We each had a 

ñdandelion diggerò ï a long, rounded piece of metal 

with a handle and pronged end to reach into the soil 

and raise up as much of the root and plant as you 

could with one gesture.  These bushels of dandelions 

that we gathered were not thrown in the compost 

heap.  Nope.  They went to the kitchen.  Well, most 

of them, anyway, where we washed them and ate 

them braised, with a bacon sauce, a little sour with 

vinegar.  We were all expected to pull our own 

weight in this process of post-Depression wild-food 

gathering. 

Remembering this dandelion gathering from my 

childhood provides a good metaphor today for our 

Stewardship Campaign.  Itôs about pulling your 

weight, about understanding our collective responsi-

bility in keeping the lights on and doors open at our 

church.  As children of fiscally conservative parents 

who had experienced near-poverty in the Great De-

pression of the 1930s and economic trials during 

WWII and afterwards, my siblings and I heard this 

expression often: pull your own weight.  It meant un-

derstanding your responsibility to the family group, 

and carrying that sense of responsibility to the school, 

to scouts, to the athletic teams, to the band, the chorus, 

and all of the other activities we were involved in out-

side of our home.  Most of all, it meant pulling your 

own weight to benefit the church.  We understood that 

our church depended on funds from its congregation, 

to pay the minister, the RE Director, the secretary, the 

choir director, and the accompanist.  We knew we 

needed to pay dues to the district, the national organi-

zation.  Funds were needed to keep the building open 

and the lights on, and provide a new roof when 

needed.   

As a pledging member of UUCT (I signed The Book 

in 2007 when I arrived), I will increase my pledge 

this year by 15%.  The Stewardship Campaign is 

asking for only a 5% increase.  Letôs go deeper 

than that if we can.  Letôs dig deep.  Letôs all of us 

pull our own weight. 

See you in church! 

Rev. Dr. Sara                   

revsaraz@aol.com,  
 

October 2009 
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Circles In The Woods CUUPS  
By Chris Hendrickx 

 

Circles in the Woods CUUPS (Convenent of Unitarian 

Universalist Pagans) is a committee within the Unitarian 

Universalist Church of Tampa. 

 

Full Moon Celebrations 

We host Full Moon Celebrations on the Saturday closest 

to the Full Moon at 7:30pm followed by shared feasting. 

This is an open family event however, childcare is not 

provided, so parents are responsible for the care of their 

children. Donations to help pay for the upkeep of the prop-

erty are welcome!  First-time ritual attendees, those inter-

ested in Wicca or Paganism, and their families are wel-

comed and encouraged to attend! 

 

Oct 3rd 7:30 PM: WitchCrafters presents the ritual theme 

Full Moon Fever! Gina has agreed to do vocals singing 

"FEVER" -- this ritual is kind of an off-broadway show 

style! Wear red to build the fever. It will be a blast so don't 

miss it! 

 

Oct 31st 7:30 PM: Join members and friends of for our 

Full Moon Celebration and a traditional Samhain ritual to 

honor those who have crossed over to Summerland. 

 

Upcoming Classes:  

Oct 5
th

 7:00 PM: Mask making with Lady Star Puma 

(following monthly business meeting) 

 

Special Events: 

Oct 24th 6:00 PM: 5th Annual Witches Masquerade Ball! 

This year's theme is "Harry Potter" in honor of the Half 

Blood Prince. Admission is $5.00 with additional charges 

for food, shops, drinks and readings. As usual, we'll have 

food, drink, readings, costume contest, raffle, book store, 

Witches, Attic, Wand Shoppe, and dancing. All are wel-

come, muggles included. 

 

Nov 21st 7:30 PM: The Traveling Fates (http://

travelingfates.com/) return to Tampa. If you remember 

their concert from January, Bekah Kelso and Ginger Doss 

put on an amazing show. S.J. Tucker is again well and has 

rejoined the group. You can buy advance tickets for $10 

each at any of our October events. Tickets are $15 at the 

door. To sweeten the deal, if you buy two tickets, you get 

one free, so bring a friend! 

Join Us for 5
th

  Annual  

witches Masquerade Ball!!! 

 
  October 24

th 
6pm ï 

Witching Hour  
 
Plan to attend this fun-filled eve-

ning with a Harry Potter theme.  

You may also see ghosts, ghouls, 

gypsies, pirated, witches, and even muggles ï anything 

goes.  The Copper Cauldron will begin serving dinner at 

6pm and the Leaky Faucet will be open with double, bub-

ble beverages!  Join others in the Great Hall feasting or 

stroll along Diagon Alley shops for a visit to Honey-

dukeôs, Olivanders,  or perhaps, Madam Malkinôs shop 

for apparel or Mrs. Sprout for organic gardening counsel.   

And, donôt forget to visit those less fortunate at the in-

sane asylum ï it may be a little scary but they are so 

lonely for victims visitors.   

There will be so much more ï but we need volunteers for 

this event.  Job vacancies include, but are not limited to, 

set-up and tear-down,  bakers, cashiers, etc.  To volun-

teer - contact Mary at gldnpuma@earthlink.net or call 

813-684-8026. 

http://travelingfates.com/
http://travelingfates.com/
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Pull Your Weight  
by Rod Martin  

 

  As you know by now we are now entering the time of 

year when we come together as a community and pledge 

our monetary support for UUCT for the upcoming year.  

We will kick off our Stewardship Campaign with our 

Sunday Luncheon on October 4th following the service.  

Over the course of the following 2 weeks, October 5th ï 

17th we will hold our cottage meetings 

 

If you are new to our church, you may be wondering 

what all this talk about pledges and cottage meetings is 

about.  Our cottage meetings will be held at memberôs 

homes.  The guests will hear each otherôs stories about 

what the UUCT means to them and the two stewards will 

help you understand the finances of our church.  We will 

make our pledges that night.  Our fiscal year is January 

through December, so your new pledges will begin in 

January 2010.  Information will be handed out to help 

you determine your pledge amount for 2010. 

 

Our 2009 operating budget is about $152,000. Approxi-

mately 75% of our money comes in from the stewardship 

pledges we collect this time of year.  We would like to 

raise that percentage of pledge income so that our other 

income, such as the Sunday basket and fundraising can 

be used for the many projects which come up throughout 

the year.  Questions are welcome, 813-334-0001,  

pamandrod@verizon.net. 

By FRAN DAVIN  

Yep, we are still working towards that wonderful multi- 

purpose building.   Since the last report, more money has 

been pledged and we have reached a total of 

$318,000!!!   Over the summer months, various options 

have been studied, and sub-committees are currently 

evaluating the potential cost savings of applying modular 

construction techniques still using the Hoffman architec-

tural design you see displayed on the back wall of the 

sanctuary.  The Board of Trustees will be holding their 

monthly 'Talk Back' after the 9/27 service, and more de-

tails will be available on what's happening. Stay tuned.  

Calling All Childrené. 

Come Sing a Song with me!   

 
Calling all children between 

the ages of 6 and 10 years 

to join our children's 

choir.  Rehearsal begins 

Sunday, October 11th 

from 10:00am to 10:45am 

in the small dome.  Re-

hearsals will continue on 

the second and fourth Sunday of the 

month.  Performances will include gathering music 

and prelude at church services as well as special pro-

grams performed during holidays and LifeSpan ser-

vices.  For more information, please contact Faye 

Turke at (813) 924-3373 or fayeturke@gmail.com 

 

Domelight is published monthly by: 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 

11400 Morris Bridge Rd 

Tampa, FL 33637-1902 

(813)988-8188 

Download from http://www.uutampa.org  free of 

charge. For a 1 year subscription by mail, please 

make a $15.00 donation to the church office. Mark it 

DOMELIGHT SUBSCRIPTION. Domelight deadline 

is generally the Sunday closest to the 15th of each 

month. Articles may be submitted by e-mail to Dome-

light@uutampa.org Submissions should include a 

contact name and phone number.  Editor: Liz Bleau 

mailto:pamandrod@verizon.net
http://www.uutampa.org/
mailto:Domelight@uutampa.org
mailto:Domelight@uutampa.org
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FROM THE  

PRESIDENTõS DESK 

 

    It is always a pleasure to 

be able to say ñThank Youò 

to those who give freely of 

their time, so that our com-

munity can continue to ful-

fill its vision.  All too often 

we take for granted that 

someone will be there to open up on Sunday, main-

tain the grounds, pay the bill, run the Stewardship 

Campaign, etc.  It only happens because someone 

volunteers to do so.  Two of our volunteers are due 

an enormous ñthank youò this month. 

    The first ñThank Youò goes to Rod Martin for 

stepping up and volunteering to become the 

Churchôs Chairman for the 2010 Stewardship 

Drive.   The Stewardship Drive is a vital part of our 

Churchôs financial picture.  Last month, you proba-

bly spoke with Rod about signing up for a Cottage 

Meeting, which is a part of the Stewardship Drive.  

The entire drive is a major effort, requiring months 

of planning, coordination, and execution time.  The 

end result of the drive, of course, is to provide the 

anticipated amount of money that will be available 

as pledge income, roughly two-thirds for our 2010 

budget income.   Thanks, Rod, for tackling this be-

hemoth job.      

    The second big ñThank Youò goes to Bill 

Blymiller for being the ñtemporary chairò of our 

Building and Grounds Committee for the past four 

or more years.  During that time, Bill was the main-

tainer of the building (fixing toilets, lights, and all 

things in general) and the grounds (mowing, trim-

ming, and removing whatever to beautify the prop-

erty).  Bill has turned over his ñtemporary chairò to 

Marla Frazier, who was the Building and Grounds 

Chair before Bill.   Thank you, Bill, for always 

stepping up.  

 

Ed Benedict  

AUCTION ANTICIPATION  
 Mark the date, Nov. 15th  
 
The Committee has already amassed a mass oô stuff for the 
Annual Auction on Nov. 15 in the Big Dome, after Sunday 
service. Suzieôs dining room is fullðyou saw the photo in 
the last Domelight.  The guest room here at Entropy Manor 
is housing not human guests ï no space for them ï but a 
variety of auction goodies.  Plus, weôll be accepting dona-
tions of smaller items until the auction.  Give them to me, 
Judy Lehman, or Suzie Siegel. Tell us about the large items, 
and supply a photo if you can, but hold onto them until auc-
tion weekend. 
 
Donated Services Are Great!  
These are hot items: yard work, housecleaning, ironing, 
baby- or pet-sitting, dance lessons, ña taxiò to the airport, 
stays in vacation homes, or a special dinner.  What service 
could you donate?  Use your imagination and your talents!    
 
Gift Certificates and Baskets Work Well Too!  
If you have a gift certificate for local businesses, such as a 
restaurant or massage therapist, these are welcomed. So 
are baskets of specialty foods, bath-and-body products, 
towel sets, and other imaginative, useful things.  
 
If you wish to donate services, gift certificates, or bas-
kets please tell the Committee as soon as you know.  
 
Auction Layers  

1. Live auction of services, certificates, baskets, items 

2. Silent auction of certificates, baskets, and items 

3. Fixed-price items 

4. Rummage-sale type, low-priced items 

Childrenôs table of very low-priced items 

 
Auction  Timeline  
Nov. 1 and 8 : Some items will be on display after church so 
that people who can't come Nov. 15 can still buy or bid. In 
fact, contact Suzie any time that you'd like to offer an 
early bid or purchase an item.  
 
There will be auction tables at the back of the sanctuary, but 
the items will be covered during the services.  We regret the 
inconvenience, but we have no other space.  Maybe next 
yearôs auction can be held in a new building! 
  
Nov. 14:   The Committee will be working at the church from 
10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. During this time you can drop off  
 
(continued on page 5, Auction) 




