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Rev. Sara Zimmerman

Hello Everyone,

A song in Cabaret, the musical,
goes: "Money makes the world
go round, the world go round,
the world go round...."

Likewise, "Money makes the
church go round, the church go
round, the church go round..."

Some ministers don't like to talk about money. |
consider myself old fashioned about money, a child
of parents who lived through the Great Depression
and continued "scarcity behavior" for years
afterwards. We ate off the land, wore hand-me-
downs, then tore them apart and redesigned them
to fit the next child, and were carefully taught to pay
cash for everything.

In retrospect, | realize we were essentially
subsistence farmers. We were nourished on protein
from our own chickens that we raised in the back
half acre, and from wild game. No wonder those
squirrels are after me! (An obscure reference to my
sermon of 9/14/08).

We knew that my parents gave to the church, a
neighborhood United Church of Christ. My
parents gave as much as they could, and when
they recovered from the Depression through hard
work and good money management, they gave
more money to the church.

So maybe because my parents modeled it so well,
I don't mind giving to the church and I don't mind
talking about the church and money in the same
breath.

This church, the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Tampa, is very well managed. The Finance

Committee and the Board of Trustees are careful
stewards of the money that comes in from pledges,
the Sunday offering, and fundraisers.

Bill Blymiller, Board of Trustees Treasurer (newly
reelected for 2008-2009), provides pages of data at
every Board meeting. We know where every penny
of our $150,000 annual budget goes:

63% goes to salaries;

26% goes to keeping the physical plant running
and the costs of being a part of the UUA of
Congregations;

11% goes to committees, Religious Education,
campus ministry, and other community
involvement.

That's a rough outline. More specific information is
available -- request it from any Board member or
me.

As we move into the Stewardship Campaign, know
that the Finance Committee and the Board of
Trustees make careful decisions about the

money that the church receives from your pledges
and donations.

Their careful management motivates me

to pledge the max | can give to the 2008-2009
Stewardship Campaign. | hope you feel the
same way. Thank you.

Be Well, Be Happy,

Rev. Sara
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A preacher announced from the pulpit, "I have good news and
bad news. The good news is we have enough money to retire the
mortgage on the church.”

A sigh of relief went through the congregation.

The preacher continued: "The bad news is: the money is still in your
pocket."

As you hopefully know, we are now entering the time of year when we come together as a community and
pledge our monetary support for the UUCT for the upcoming year. We will kick off our stewardship campaign
with our Sunday brunch on October 5th following the service. Over the course of the following week, October
6-October 14, we will hold our cottage meetings.

If you are new to our church, you may be wondering what all this talk about pledges and cottage meetings is
about. The information below is a sample of the things we talk about at the meetings. In order for us to plan
for the upcoming year, it is important to have an idea of how much money we will have.

Our current 2008 budget is about $150,000 per year

Over 70% of our money comes in from stewardship pledges

7% comes into the Sunday basket

We raise 17% from fundraisers

The remaining 6% comes from rentals and other miscellaneous sources.

Our cottage meetings will be heldat me mb ehr dme s . The guests wild.l hear
the UUCT means to them and the stewards will help you understand the finances of our church. We will

discuss the financial workings of the church and make our pledges that night. Our fiscal year is January

through December. So your pledges will begin in January, 2009.

To help you detsehramience pyloeudrg efi ffaoirr 2009, we havegouri ncl ud
adjusted annual income and a suggested fair share giving guide.

Please take a moment to look at this information. Our hope is that these tools will be useful in helping make

your pledge decision.

Thank you,
Pat Benedict
Stewardship Committee member
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