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Minister’s Musings 
Rev. Sara Zimmerman 

 

Hello Everyone,  

 

I‟m pleased to announce the creation of five new Covenant Groups at UUCT (also called Small Group 

Ministries or SGMs).   To find out what‟s being offered, read the descriptions below.     

 

To join one of these groups, be one of the first to notify the facilitator who is listed in the description.  The 

groups will be limited in size to 6 – 10 members.   

 

At one of the first meetings, the group will agree on a covenant that will answer these questions and more: 

“Where and when will we meet, and for how long?”  For example, some groups meet once a month for eight 

weeks, and then decide whether to continue.  “Do we agree to arrive by a stated time?”  “Do we agree to make 

every attempt to attend each meeting?”  Each meeting will open with a chalice lighting, reading, and check-in, 

and end with a closing check-in.   

 

Service to others is a possible component of Covenant Groups.  Each group will discuss the idea of finding a 

way as a group to serve our church, and two ways to serve our larger community each year. 

 

If you have questions about Covenant Groups in general, or about how to get involved as a facilitator for an 

affinity group that you have an interest in forming, contact me at revsaraz@aol.com, or leave a message  

 

Thanks to all of the facilitators and to everyone‟s enthusiasm as we get 

these new groups going.   

 

Gratefully, 

Rev. Sara  
 

 

Attachment Parenting Group 
Attachment Parenting is a parenting philosophy that believes a strong emotional bond with parents during childhood is a precursor of 

secure, empathic relationships in adulthood.  This group is intended mostly for interested parents of newborns to tweens.  Some of the 

practices of attached parents are breastfeeding; babywearing; bedding close to baby, family bed; quickly meeting baby‟s/children‟s 

needs; gentle, positive discipline; organic foods; delayed, selective or no vaccinations; homeopathy; cloth diapers; and homeschooling, 
unschooling.   If you are interested in joining this group, email Susan Williams at virgo.vegan@gmail.com or call 813 436-1679.  

 

 

Genealogy Covenant Group  
We will explore our family histories with a focus on the meaning we attribute to our ancestors and how they affect our lives today.  

Genealogy may be defined as the development of people and society through history.  Genealogists study the relations of individuals 

in families and reasons why the families were important.  For example, how do the religious beliefs or practices of our ancestors 

impact us?  Please join us as we study our family histories to discover new insights about ourselves.  If you are interested in joining 

this group, call Tempie Taudte at 813 931-1817 or email ttaudte@yahoo.com. 
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Internet Café (working title) 
Come explore the internet with Bud Clough and Grant Wilson who are seeking companions to share an hour or two each week, 

afternoon or evening, at Martha Robinson‟s house, investigating what‟s really available to the general public in the way of timely and 

expert opinions on the issues of the day.  We hope to establish a Small Group Ministry dedicated to excellence in its quest to improve 

our understanding of the modern, material, social and spiritual environments we find ourselves in.  We intend to begin by utilizing the 

resources of TED, Renascence 2.0, and EDGE.  We then plan to modify our approach to meet the needs and desires of the group.  If 

you are interested in joining this group, please give your contact information to Bud. 
 

 

Journey 
“Wherever you are is the entry point,” Kabir wrote in the 15th century.  Let‟s meet in covenant group to create a safe, supportive place 

to explore, deepen, and expand our creative imaginations.  All levels, beginning through advanced visual, performing and literary 

artists are welcome.  We will utilize a variety of interactive exercises and meditations to focus our attention on the creative process as 

a spiritual practice.  If you are interested or have questions, call Robin Leigh at 813 571-1366 or email leigh520jr@yahoo.com.  

 

 

Women’s Spirituality Small Group Ministry 
In our busy everyday lives as women, daughters, wives and mothers, we often don‟t have time to rest, reflect, contemplate, and 

nourish our spirituality.  In this group we will use the book, Dance of the Spirit, The Seven Steps of Women’s Spirituality by Maria 

Harris.  Through her guidance, we will follow seven steps that “…lead the way to a rich inner world of mystery, power, and promise 

that a woman must enter in order to achieve a true awareness of her own identity.”  If you are interested in joining this group, contact 

Pat Benedict at 813 968-1418, or email her at pntb3781@aol.com. 

 

 
 
 

Would you like to get Domelight by Mail? 
 

    A 1-year subscription by mail is available! Stop by the office 

with a $15.00 donation – be sure to mark it Domelight and 

include your name and address. 

 

Domelight is published monthly by: 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 

11400 Morris Bridge Rd 

Tampa, FL 33637-1902 
(813)988-8188 

 

Download from http://www.uutampa.org  free of charge. For a 

1 year subscription by mail, please make a $15.00 donation to 

the church office. Mark it DOMELIGHT SUBSCRIPTION. 

Domelight deadline is generally the Sunday closest to the 15th of 

each month. Firm deadline for the next issue is at the end of 

service on March 16
th. Articles may be submitted by e-mail to 

Domelight@chrisandjamie.net or left in the Domelight box in 

the church office. 
 

Submissions should include a contact name and phone 

number.  Editor: Chris Hendrickx 
 

 

 
 
 

UUCT  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

  

President – Diana Stevens  Member – Tempie Taudte 

Vice President – Bill Blymiller  Member – Ralph Lehman 

Treasurer – Russell Patterson Member – Felice Richardson 

Secretary – Mary Francis  Member – Kathy Hunter 

Member – Ed Benedict 

 

d 

 
Conversation With The Board 

Diana Stevens, Board of Trustees President 
 

Available members of the Board of Trustees will be present for 

conversation after church on the last Sunday of the month from 

12:15 to 12:45 PM.  The purpose of these conversations will be 

to open communication and share ideas.  Come with questions 

and ideas, but always with an open mind. 

mailto:pntb3781@aol.com
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The Prez Says 
Diana Stevens 

 

The May Congregational Meeting is just around the corner and 

one of the main agenda items will be the election of new Board 

members.  There are always three members to be elected each 

May.  Each member can serve a limit of two terms but must be 

elected for each three-year term.  This year, Felice Richardson 

will be leaving the Board after six years of excellent service.  

Member Diana Stevens is completing her first term and Mark 

Hennebery‟s position is open (Kathy Hunter completed his term 

after he resigned due to work issues).  So, you will be voting on 

three members for the Board of Trustees this coming May. Brief 

biographies of the nominees will be printed in the April 

Domelight for your review.  Nominations from the floor will 

also be accepted.    

 

The Nominating Committee is currently looking for 

extraordinary people. If they call you to discuss your possible 

nomination to run for the Board, please have a discussion and 

seriously think about accepting.  I can say that my three years on 

the Board have been very rewarding to me and I have grown 

spiritually and as a member of the church.  It has been a serious 

responsibility to guide the church on its path but the 9-member 

Board works well together and will continue to do so.  We now 

have Rev. Sara Zimmerman to assist us in our decision-making 

and she has been terrific.   

 

Below you will see the position description for a Church 

Trustee.  In addition, there are the four officers of the Board: 

President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary.  Each 

Church Trustee is encouraged to consider being an officer during 

their time on the Board.   

 
Position:  Church Trustee (Member of the Board of Trustees) 

 

Reports to: Accountable to the congregation, the Trustee is 

afforded direction by the President of the Board of Trustees 

and the other members of the Board. 

 

Purpose of Position:  The Trustee serves as one of the 

responsible parties for insuring the continuance and growth 

of the Church.  The Trustee is a Board member of a Florida 

Not-for-Profit corporation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responsibilities:   

¶ To provide a place for the holding of regular worship 

services and such other facilities as the Church may 

decide. 

¶ To ensure the services of a Minister, subject to the 

provisions of Article X of the by-laws. 

¶ To provide a program of Religious Education. 

¶ To approve the chairperson of the Committees 

responsible for the general program of the Church. 

¶ To receive and act upon requests and reports from the 

Minister, Committees, and Church Members and to 
consider requests from other persons in matters 

requiring official Church action. 

¶ To care for the property, finances, and all other 

business affairs of the Church. 

¶ In consultation with the Minister, select, determine 

salaries, supervise, and discharge Church employees. 

¶ To act for and in behalf of the Church between 

meetings of the Membership of that body.  However, 

the Board shall not authorize the conveyance or 

mortgaging of the real estate of the Church or enter into 

a contract or obligation involving the unbudgeted 
expenditure of an amount in excess of $1000.00 

without a vote of approval by the Membership of the 

Church. 

¶ Serve as a liaison to UUCT Committees (and other 

working groups) and provide information and direction 

to and from the Board. 

¶ Other duties as determined. 

 

Qualifications:  Membership in the Church, leadership ability, 

the desire to serve, and a sense of humor. 

 

Parameters: 
Time Required:  Two to three hours monthly for Board 

meeting, four to six hours monthly for preparation and 

assignments.  Two full weekend days during the year 

for retreats.  Other special meetings as required. 

When Performed: Board meeting is the third Thursday of 

each month.  The retreats are generally in the fall and 

the spring. 

Length of Commitment: Elected to a three year term by the 

Congregation at a meeting in May.  The term begins the 

following September. 

 
Training Provided:  Background information is provided by the 

Secretary.  General training is on the job with assistance from 

the President and other Board members.  Leadership training 

available from the district. 
 

d 
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For more information email Magda Santos at makejoyousnoise@yahoo.com.
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UUA Trustee Tidbits 

Joan Lund 
 

I  hope those of you who wish to read about UUA Trustee 

meetings will look at the District web page where there is a link 

to Trustee reports and Tidbits. For some time I have wanted to 

write about “Tapestry of Faith”, a new series of programs and 

resources for all ages that nurture Unitarian Universalist identity, 

spiritual growth, a transforming faith, and vital communities of 

justice and love. I may be “preaching to the choir” because our 

excellent Directors of Religious Education (DRE) are well aware 

of this new series and that eventually “Tapestry” life-span 
curricula will be available at no cost on the web. However, I am 

not able to tell you when. 

 

“Tapestry of Faith” offers a vision instilled in seven key beliefs. 

Briefly these include, in part, the belief that all people are 

lovable beings of worth, with powers of the soul and an 

obligation to use their gifts and talents in life service; UUs are a 

part of a religious heritage and part of a community of faith that 

has value and provides resources for living; we are moral agents 

who can make a difference in the lives of others; we recognize 

the need for community and affirm the importance of 
relationships and families, and the connections between/among 

the generations; we know of the value of spiritual practice as a 

means of deepening faith and integrating believes and values in 

our lives; and joy and sadness are all part of our lives. The goals 

of “Tapestry” are ethical and spiritual development, UU identity, 

and faith development. 

 

The program encompassing K through 6 will be centered on UU 

religious identity, faith, ethical, and spiritual development. The 

programs will nurture the child‟s understanding what it means to 

be a UU. Middle school youth programming already has Our 

Whole Lives; a new and comprehensive Coming-of-Age 
resource is on the horizon. Also under development is a new, 

relevant version of “Neighboring Faiths”, which connects UU 

youth with other faith traditions. Two additional programs are 

anticipated for this age group: one will explore ethics and values 

and another will provide age-appropriate projects for social 

service. Three priorities for high school youth have been 

identified: to feel a sense of belonging and affirmation, to find 

support for ethical decision-making and living, and to develop, 

articulate and draw strength from a spiritual center. “Tapestry of 

Faith” adult programs will be developed in seven areas, with 

flexibility in mind: sessions may be run as one-hour workshops 
before or after a worship service, and most will not depend on 

consistent, long term commitment. 

 

Much more is available for you by going to the UUA web page 

and linking to “Tapestry of Faith”. I have only touched the 

surface. Stay in touch: jlund@uua.org or 818-931-9727. May the 

“blessings” of spring be upon each of you.  

Betty McCleur Lee Distinguished Service 
Award Nominees Needed 

Diana Stevens 
 
Throughout our church's history, several members of our 

congregation have been singled out for the service they have 

provided to our community by being awarded the Betty McCleur 

Lee Distinguished Service Award. (They are listed on a plaque 

on the wall by the three windows.)  Our last recipient was Ed 

Benedict “…in recognition of service and high standards for 
diligence and dedication.”  The Board of Trustees will announce 

another recipient of this award at the Congregational Meeting in 

May.  If you would like to nominate someone for this award, 

please send their name, along with a short paragraph describing 

why you think they should receive the award, to Ed Benedict at 

his email address <pntb3781@aol.com> or put a copy of your 

nomination in his mail box in the office. 

 

d 

 
 

What’s that Sound? 
Bill Blymiller 

 

Volunteers are needed to help in the sound room.  

If enough people volunteer, no single person 

would need to be doing sound more than once a 

month or so.  If you are interested in helping out, 
please contact Bill Blymiller at bill@blymiller.com or stop by 

and talk to him.  (He's the one in the sound room.) 

 

d 

 
 

You’re Invited to an Assessment 
Workshop 
Ara Rogers 

 

Tuesday, March 11     7 – 9 pm 

At the church 

 

How shall we attain our vision of UUCT becoming “a center for 

liberal religious education for people of all ages”? You, the 
members and friends of our church, are invited to attend an 

Assessment workshop to discuss and consider plans to move 

forward with a capital campaign to add to our Religious 

Education buildings.  Dave Rickard, UUA stewardship 

consultant, will be conducting the workshop.  

 

Two hours of your time for the future of our church. Please 

come! 
 
 

mailto:jlund@uua.org
mailto:pntb3781@aol.com
mailto:bill@blymiller.com


 

March 2008 

 

 

Page 6 
The church‟s web address is http://www.uutampa.org 

The church‟s email address is info@uutampa.org. This mailbox will be checked weekly. 

Articles and other comments about the Domelight should be sent to: domelight@chrisandjamie.net 

 
Board Bytes 

Mary Francis, Secretary 
  
At the last Board of trustees meeting, our 2007 Stewardship 

Committee (Fran Davin, Pat Benedict, and Ara Rogers) provided 

a “wrap-up” report of the campaign. The “cottage meeting” 

approach used this year was a major cultural change for us, and 

the team was gratified by the results.  Attendees reported that 

they appreciated having the church finances being explained to 
them in an easy-to-understand way and having their questions 

answered.    

 

The Tampa Bay Marketing Campaign Spring of „08 raised 

$227,000, so the media campaign is rapidly moving forward!  

The most likely result of the fundraising: direct mail, radio 

advertising on 88.5FM, and television advertising during the 

Colbert Report, Dr. Phil and Oprah.  Outside elements include 

the large new banner outside the church. Internal to UUCT, 

watch for an updated membership directory to be made available 

soon.   

 
The Task Force for Immediate Space has made fantastic 

progress raising funds for the gazebo, so it should be a reality 

very soon!  Also, you have probably noticed improvements to 

the small dome and many other areas of our buildings and 

grounds. 

 

The by-laws for the Endowment Committee and updates to our 

UUCT Covenant have been approved by the Board and will be 

referred for final approval at our May congregational meeting. 

The Board is continuing to work on other policy/procedures, 

such as a potential opportunity with the Weingartner Scholarship 
fund. 

 

Other news - the Board agreed to enhance our current 

fundraising auction by taking it online.  Don't worry - we will 

still have our regular auction at the church.  Russ Patterson will 

be setting up the online auction - see Russ if you have questions 

or items to donate. 

 

Mark your calendars for the UUA General Assembly in Ft. 

Lauderdale on June 25th to 29th.  For more details, check the web 

site. With the Tampa Bay Marketing campaign and everyone 
busy making our church a more welcoming place, we have an 

exciting Spring ahead of us!  For more detailed information, 

please see the most recent copy of the minutes posted in a binder 

under the bulleting board in the hallway, or ask any board 

member. 

 

d 

Help Keep the Updaters Updated! 
Joyce Formica and Jamie Hendrickx 

 

Are You Moving?  Are you planning to move or have already 

moved?  Has your phone number or email address changed?  If 
the answer is yes to any of these questions, please notify the 

church office by email: info@uutampa.org or phone:   

(813) 988-8188.  

 d 

Florida District Annual  
Assembly Dates Changed!! 
Rev. Kenn Hurto, FLD Executive 

 

Well, just when you think you're ahead of the curve, the ball 

wobbles in an unexpected crosswind. Just this last week, we 

learned that the weekend of our scheduled District Annual 

Assembly, April 11 - 13, has become the same weekend as a 

major sporting event in Gainesville. The unexpected influx 
of thousands to a college town means hotel space will be both 

scarce and at a premium. 

  

Your District Leadership, our Gainesville hosts, and our featured 

speaker agreed to move our Annual Assembly by one week to 

April 18 - 20. We recognize this messes up a number of people's 

schedules. We regret that. We do hope you can shift things 

around on your personal and congregational calendar to enable 

you to attend the District Annual Assembly at this new time. 

  

Many, many thanks for your flexibility, patience, and good will. 
Please call or write if you have questions or concern. Visit 

http://www.floridadistrict.org/ for the latest District assembly 

information. 

d 

Migrant Workers Program 
Ollis Hughes, Chair 

 

The Charity Committee would like to remind you that there is a 

basket for food offerings at the church entrance.  The basket is 

for nonperishable food and personal items, no clothing.  Please 

try to remember to bring something to share with those less 

fortunate.  

d 

Walk in the Park 
Patricia McCracken 

 

A group of UUs meet at Lettuce Lake Park Thursday mornings 

at 8:30AM for a brisk walk on the paved path and good 

conversation. To find the parking area and meeting place, take 

the Lettuce Lake Parkway to the end. Turn left and then 

immediately turn right into the parking lot. We will gather there 

and begin the walk at 8:30AM. You are welcome to join us. For 

more information, contact Patricia McCracken at 813-988-6453. 

mailto:info@uutampa.org
http://www.floridadistrict.org/
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Interweave 
 

Interweave Continental is a membership organization actively 
working to end oppression based on sexual orientation and 

gender identity, recognizing that we will not be free until all 

oppression is a thing of the past. We are an affiliate organization 

of the Unitarian Universalist Association. We value and affirm 

the lives and experience of Queer people of faith of all ages, 

races, ethnicities, income levels, and 

abilities. By providing and supporting 

leadership, and working in collaboration 

with other organizations of similar 

vision, we strive to connect and nurture 

all Queer individuals, communities, 
groups, and their allies. 

 

The local UUCT Chapter of Interweave will announce their next 

meeting during Sunday services. Please see the Order of Service 

for details or questions can be directed to Magda Santos. 

 

Please mark your calendars for “GAYla – A Celebration for 

Equality” on March 29. Interweave is sponsoring this fundraiser 

for the church, and all are invited. Please help us spread the 

word to anyone outside the church who may be interested. 

 

This adult-only dance party will be 7 p.m. till 1 a.m.   
Admission is $5. Chris Hendrickx has volunteered to DJ, but 

could use suggestions to build the playlist. The attire is … 

anything that floats your boat! Denim, leather, cowboy, 

fabulous, outrageous, gowns, boas, tuxedos, whatever.  Your 

choice can be recorded for posterity in a 5x7 photo for $10. 

 

We‟ll have food, beer and wine. We will have artwork and other 

items for sale, but could use donations. We‟re also looking for 

items and services for a raffle and silent auction. Vendors can set 

up tables for $35 inside the dome or $25 for outside pop-ups. If 

you‟d like to be a vendor, please register in advance by calling 
Magda as space is limited. 

 

If you can donate time, services or stuff, please contact 

Interweave co-chair Magda Santos at 813-984-9718. 

 
d 

Monthly Green Musings  
from the Green Group 

Brittany Bennett 
 
I have changed this column‟s name from “Monthly Green 

Challenge” to “Monthly Green Musings” in order to 

accommodate the fact that not every month‟s column will be a 

“challenge” per se. 

 

This month the Green Group would like to make you aware of 

some issues associated with compact fluorescent light (CFL) 

bulbs, such as the bulbs that have recently been promoted by our 

organization.  CFLs (also endearingly known as “those swirly, 

funny-looking ones”) are steadily becoming the household 

standard for light bulbs.  These bulbs last longer, use less 

energy, and save more in greenhouse gases than incandescent 

bulbs. 

 

However, CFLs require proper disposal due to the fact that they 

contain mercury.  Alan Sorum (2008) has the following advice 

for those cleaning up after a broken CFL: 

¶ “Leave the room and ventilate for 15 minutes or more. 

¶ While wearing rubber gloves, scoop up glass shards and 

debris from the bulb with a stiff piece of cardboard. 

¶ Avoid creating or inhaling dust from the broken bulb. 

¶ Don't use a vacuum or broom to clean up after a broken 

bulb on hard surfaces. 

¶ Place the remains in a plastic bag. 

¶ Wipe up the immediate area with a damp paper towel 

put it in the bag as well and seal it. 

¶ If you need to use a vacuum on carpet, place the filter 

bag in a plastic bag as well. 

¶ Wash your hands after finishing the clean up. 

¶ Check with local authorities on procedures for disposal. 

Mercury is a hazardous household waste and can't be 

thrown out with ordinary household trash in some 

areas.” 

When disposing of used bulbs, Sorum (2008) points out that 

special handling of CFLs must take place in order to avoid any 

potential risks associated with the mercury that they contain.  A 
list of state recycling programs for mercury-containing bulbs is 

maintained by the Environmental Protection Agency.  For more 

information, visit http://www.epa.gov/bulbrecycling/ 

Reference: Sorum, A. (2008). Mercury in energy-saving bulbs. 

Retrieved February 14, 2008, from http://energy-

conservation.suite101.com/article.cfm/mercury_in_energysaving

_bulbs 

 
The Green Group now has a virtual meeting place!  If you are 

unable to attend our meetings in the Dome, or are already 

meeting us and want to meet online as well, please join us in our 

virtual meeting place at 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UUCTGreenGroup. 

 
d 
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HOPE needs YOU!  

Carol Partington 
 
This is your opportunity to make a difference in our community. 

March and April hold two of HOPE‟s most important events of 

the year - the Rally and the Nehemiah Action. We need your 

participation. 

 

This year‟s issues are Homelessness/Affordable Housing and 

Health Care. Research committee reports and specific Action 

Recommendations will be presented at the March Rally. This is 

when we commit to the number of people we will bring to the 

Action.  

 

At the April Action, we gain commitments from decision makers 
on our issue proposals. Because HOPE‟s power is in people, we 

need 1,000 or more people at the Action. 

 

To ensure that we meet our goal of 1,000, congregations are 

encouraged to form networks (Justice Ministry Teams). Each 

member of the team commits to attend the Rally and bring 3 or 

more people with them to the Action. UUCT‟s goal is 85 - our 

guess at our average weekly attendance. Twenty-one people, 

each bringing three, would yield 84 at the Action. Currently, we 

have 7 on our team. We need 14 more! We need YOU! 

 
Please mark these dates on your calendar now! 

A reminder: Signing in at the meetings is very important! 

 

RALLY: Primarily for Justice Ministry Team, but anyone 

interested is welcome. 

¶ When: Monday, March 10th  Sign in – 6:30PM,  

Agenda – 7-8:30PM 

¶ Where: New Greater Friendship M. Baptist Church 

(3325 E. Emma St. at N. 34th St.) 

 

NEHEMIAH ACTION: Goal: 1,000+, Justice Ministry Team, 
each bring three. All are invited to help us reach the goal of 

1,000 by coming and bringing friends and neighbors. 

¶ When:  Monday, April 7th  Sign in – 6:30PM,  

Agenda – 7 – 8:30PM 

¶ Where: Lake Magdalene United Methodist Church 

(2902 W. Fletcher - E. of Dale Mabry, W. of Armenia) 

¶ Purpose is to gain commitments from decision makers 

on issue proposals. 

 

HOPE stands for the Hillsborough Organization for Progress and 

Equality. Our church is a long standing member of HOPE. 
Please contact Carol Partington, 813-361-8703, for more info or 

to join the Justice Ministry Team. 

 

Flowery Words 
Harriet Blymiller 

 

Fresh flower arrangements certainly add to the 

beauty of our Sunday services.  And my fellow 

congregants, you can also provide flowers for the 

service, in someone‟s honor if you like, with a notice in 

the Order of Service, and then take them home or present them 

to someone to enjoy for the next week or more.   

 

Barbara Nelson, Worship Service committee member and a 

florist for 30 years (!) has volunteered to purchase flowers at 

„way less than retail prices‟ and use her talent and stash of 

supplies to arrange them at no additional cost. 
 

In the hallway, there is a sign-up sheet for donating flowers.  

Think about the possibilities…  Sunday‟s bouquet, chosen and 

arranged to your preferences, enhances the service in honor of 

your best girl‟s birthday, for instance, and then goes home with 

her.  Whatta guy!  Or a springtime bouquet goes to Aunt Thelma 

in “the home” and she keeps you in the will!  Win-win-win 

situation. 
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SHAAG /SHAAFT 
Bill Blymiller 

  

Great discussions continue on the second and fourth 

Wednesdays of every month at the more secularly-oriented 

discussion group referred to as SHAAG (Secularist, Humanist, 

Atheist, Agnostic (Free Thinkers) Group.  We met in the nursery 

or sometimes the small dome if necessary and talk from 7:00 pm 

until 9:00 pm on issues that are posted in advance.  If you would 

like to be on the mailing list to get personal copies of the 

discussion topics and to be notified of the meetings, email Bill 

Blymiller at bill@blymiller.com and he will add you to the 

mailing list.  If you want to see what we are talking about this 

month (as well as future and previous topics) you can also go the 
Church website, click on the SHAAG link and follow the 

directions at the bottom of the page to take you to the topics of 

discussion. 

d 
 

CARE Committee 
Joyce Formica 

 

The Care Committee strives to assist members and their 

families, when they are ill, isolated, bereaved, lending a helping 

hand.  If you become ill or hospitalized, or know of someone 

that could use our services, please let Rev Sara (988-8188) or a 

member of the Care Committee know.  If you would be willing 

to serve on the committee contact Joyce Formica (988-1907) or 
email her at keyspouse2@aol.com. 

mailto:bill@blymiller.com
mailto:keyspouse2@aol.com
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March Friendship Dinner 
Martha Robinson 

 
The March Friendship Dinner will be held at Fran and Bill 

Davin's home.  The date is Saturday, March 15th, (note not the 

usual 2nd Saturday). Fran can accommodate 8 guests, so if you 
would like to attend please sign up early. The sign up sheet is on 

the activities bulletin board in the hallway. If you would like 

information about how the dinners work please call Martha 

Robinson (985-4777) or email her at mrobins7@verizon.net . It 

is great way to get to know fellow UUCT'ers in a more casual 

setting while enjoying good food and stimulating conversation. 

We would love to see some new faces. 

 

If anyone would like to host an additional dinner in March or a 

dinner in the future please contact Martha Robinson at the above 

phone number or email address. 
 

c 

 

Giving to the UU Church of Tampa 
 

There are several ways to give your financial support to UUCT.  

You can contact pledge secretary Joyce Formica 

(keyspouse2@aol.com) for a form to enroll in automatic 

deductions from your bank or credit card.  You can contribute 

cash toward your pledge for 2008, but please place the money in 
the envelopes provided in the Sunday offering baskets. 

Remember to put your name on the envelope so that your 

contribution can be recorded.  To make one time donations or to 

pay for concert tickets go online at http://www.uutampa.org .  If 

you wish to make a gift to the church of stocks or bonds, please 

contact our treasurer Russ Patterson, for information. 
 

d 

 
Adult Religious Education 

Ollis Hughes 
 

The Adult RE Committee meets on the 3rd Wednesday every 

other month. The next meeting is on April 16th.  

 

Our very own Rev. Sara Zimmerman is continuing a Zen 

Loving Kindness Meditation every Tuesday evening from 5:30 

PM until 6:30 PM in the large dome.  

 
The Green Group welcomes your input on issues concerning 

our environment. See their article on page 4 for full details. 

 

We‟re still looking for hosts for the Popcorn and Opinions series 

as well as facilitators for book discussions. Contact Ollis Hughes 

if interested. 

 
 

Circles In The Woods CUUPS 
Chris Hendrickx 

 

Circles in the Woods CUUPS (Convenent of 

Unitarian Universalist Pagans) is a committee 

within the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa. 
 

Full Moon Celebrations 

We host Full Moon Celebrations on the Saturday closest to the 

Full Moon at 7:30PM followed by shared feasting. This is an 
open family event, so yes, children are welcome! However, 

childcare is not provided, so parents are responsible for the care 

of their children. Donations to help pay for the upkeep of the 

property are welcome!  First-time ritual attendees, those 

interested in Wicca or Paganism, and their families are 

welcomed and encouraged to attend!  You do not have to have 

ritual experience to be part of the Celebration.  We welcome all 

those who come in Perfect Love and Perfect Trust!! 
 

Upcoming Rituals:  

March 22
nd

 7:30pm.  Circles in the Woods CUUPS welcomes 

As Always Coven as we celebrate Ostara, the Spring Equinox.  

As Always Coven is a returning celebrant and we always look 

forward to their rituals. 
 

Upcoming Classes:  

Note: All are welcome at meetings and classes. For our Wicca 

101 classes we do ask for a donation of $5.00 per class. All 

money goes directly to UUCT. 

 

Wicca 101 classes will be held on the first and third Mondays of 

March. See http://www.uutampa.org for specific topics. 
 

c 
 

Fair Trade Coffee Sales 
Robin Leigh 

The Green Group will be selling Fair Trade Coffees in the front 

foyer in February following arrival of our first order through 

Equal Exchange.  Equal Exchange makes a contribution to 

UUSC programs that support the human rights and social justice 

work of community-based cooperatives in coffee-growing 

regions.  Through the UUSC Coffee Project you can enjoy 
delicious coffee (and teas or chocolates if the interest develops) 

while helping small-scale farmers in Latin America, Africa and 

Asia as they build a better future for themselves and their 

families.  Through the project, farmers earn a fair price for their 

products, have access to affordable credit, and gain a long-term 

trading partner they can trust.  With your support, these 

communities invest in education, health care, and agricultural 

improvements. 
 

Look for more information about the Green 
Group‟s Fair Trade coffee sales in upcoming 

church bulletins and announcements.   

mailto:mrobins7@verizon.net
http://www.uutampa.org/
http://www.uutampa.org/
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Calendar of weekly events at UUCT 
SUNDAY 
9:45AM Green Group 

11AM   Sunday Service 

11AM    (Grades 1-12) Youth R.E. (Small Dome) 

11AM  Child Care for babies in the Nursery 
 

THURSDAY 
8:30AM  Nature Walk in the Park  
 (info: 813-988-6453) 
 

 

Calendar of March Events 
 

Mar 1 –  Private Rental 6:00 PM  - 10:00PM 

Mar 2 –  Rev. Sara Zimmerman’s Installation 4PM 

Mar 3 –  Adult RE: CUUPS Wicca 101 7:00 PM 

Mar 4 –  Campfire USA 10:30 AM – Noon 

 Adult RE: Zen Loving Kindness Meditation 5:30 PM 

 Worship Committee 7:00 PM 

Mar 5 –  Choir 7:00 PM 

Mar 6 –  Tibetan Buddhist Meditation 7:00 PM 

Mar 8 –  Buildings and Grounds 9:00 AM - Noon 

 Private Rental Noon – 10:00 PM 

Mar 9 –  RE Parents and Guardians Meeting 12:30 PM 

Mar 11 – Adult RE: Zen Loving Kindness Meditation 5:30 PM 

 Assessment Workshop 7:00 PM 
Mar 12 – SHAAG / SHAAFT 7:00 PM 

 Choir 7:00 PM 

Mar 13 – Tibetan Buddhist Meditation 7:00 PM 

Mar 14 – Breathwork Rental (all day) 

Mar 15 – Breathwork Rental (all day) 

Mar 16 – Domelight Deadline 
Mar 17 – Adult RE: Wicca 101 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Mar 18 – Campfire USA 10:30 - Noon 

 Adult RE: Zen Loving Kindness Meditation 5:30 PM 

 Vagina Monologues Rehearsal 7:00 PM 

Mar 19 – Choir 7:00 PM 
Mar 20 – Board 7:00 PM 

 Tibetan Buddhist Meditation 7:00 PM 

 Vagina Monologues 7:30 PM 

Mar 21 – Movie Screening: Until the Violence Stops 2-4PM 

 Vagina Monologues 7:30 PM 

Mar 22 – CUUPS Full Moon Celebration 7:30 PM 

Mar 23 – Easter Egg Hunt 12:30 PM 

Mar 25 – Adult RE: Zen Loving Kindness Meditation 5:30 PM 

Mar 26 – SHAAG / SHAAFT 7:00 PM 

 Choir 7:00 PM 

Mar 27 – Tibetan Buddhist Meditation 7:00 PM 

Mar 28 – GAYla Setup 
Mar 29 – GAYla 7:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

Reminder:  Seder Dinner (the first night of Jewish 

Passover) is on April 19th.  Anyone interested in 

organizing or participating in the dinner should 

contact Jamie in the church office.  (813-988-8188 

or info@uutampa.org) 

mailto:info@uutampa.org


 

Please Note: The deadline for the April issue of Domelight is March 16
th

 at the end of the church service. 

This edition of Domelight is brought to you by the letters U and U, and the number 3. 

A Month of Sundays at The Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 
Please Note: All Sunday Services start at 11:00 AM and are led by Rev. Sara Zimmerman unless otherwise noted. 

  

Sunday, March 2
nd:   Discerning Dialogues 

This afternoon at 4:00pm, Rev. Sara Zimmerman will be installed as our settled minister.  At the 11:00am service, she will 

recall important philosophers, theologians, humanists, ministers, roshis, professors, mentors, family members and friends 

who helped her discern the path that brought her to this ministry at UUCT.  In creative, imaginative dialogue with the Rev. 

Meredith Garmon, co-minister at UUF Gainesville. 

 
Sunday, March 9

th:   Celebrating Women's History Month 

Can you name three of the most influential women who impacted Unitarianism or Universalism movements in the 19th 

century?   There are many. Rev. Zimmerman will focus especially on the impassisoned contributions of Margaret Fuller, 

(good buddy of Ralph Waldo Emerson); Elizabeth Cady Stanton; and Carolyn Bartlett Crane.      

 

Sunday, March 16: The Eagle and The Owl: The Dance of Life presented by CUUPS Council 

CUUPS Council members will present a service to celebrate harmony, equality, balance with the approaching Spring 

Equinox – when day and night are equally divided. During this time of the year we find encouragement and reflection of new 

beginnings - we see where we have been, where we are, and where we are going. All are encouraged to wear black and white 

in celebration of the Equinox. Come and enjoy this dramatic Dance of Life! 

 

Sunday, March 23:  For Easter Sunday: A Traditional UU Flower Communion 
A reverent celebration of the renewal of life and hope.  As is the custom in our celebration of spring,  we request that you 

bring stemmed flowers from your garden, the wayside, or the market to be gathered into vases by the children and youth.  .  

This intergenerational service will be led by Rev. Zimmerman and our Director of Religious Education, Katie Culbert.   

 

Following the service, enjoy the Easter Egg Hunt with our children. 

 
Sunday, March 30: Making a difference… A Church That Counts 

Joan Lund, our UUA Trustee, will explore this topic.  Our Church is not an end in itself. A responsible Church enhances 

consistent spiritual practice, cultivates skills in small-group intimacy, and engages in community leadership for positive 

social change. Is our Church placing itself at the heart of our concerns rather than emphasizing social transformation? Some 

reflections on this question. 
 
 

 

A big THANK YOU to Siobhan Herkert for the beautiful  

pen and ink drawing of the church used on the first page of this monthôs Domelight. 
 

Want to get this by US mail? Need to contact the church? All the info is on page 2! 

 
 

 

Domelight is a publication of: 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 

11400 Morris Bridge Rd 

Tampa, FL 33637 

 

813-988-8188 

www.uutampa.org 

info@uutampa.org  
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