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Minister’s Musings 
                                        Rev. Sara Zimmerman 

Hello Everyone, 

 

As I write, it’s Friday, May 15, 

and in just a little while, I will 

leave for Chicago and the 

graduation events at Meadville 

Lombard Theological School in 

Hyde Park.  I am so grateful to 

all of you who participated in 

my doctoral project, “Using Drama to Enliven 

Worship.”  It was a joint effort.  It seems to me that 

you should be receiving a degree, too.  You 

participated in the play productions and the 

evaluations.  Thank you!  Thanks also to Liz Bleau 

for originating the stole and bead wearable art, and 

for the notes you all wrote.   This weekend in 

Chicago, I’m looking forward to spending time with 

my daughter Jenny and her husband Steve Heyden, 

and my grandchildren-- Henry, who is five, and his 

little sister Helen, a good-humored two-year old-- 

and my younger brother, Andrew. When I return on 

Monday, I’ll begin life anew without all that 

academic pressure.  It’ll be a good time for us to get 

to know each other better.  If you would like to 

schedule some time, call the church (813 988 8188), 

and press 2 to leave a message for me, or send an 

email (see below).  What would we talk about?  

Many years ago, Unitarian Universalist minister 

Peter Lee Scott wrote a column called "When to 

Call the Minister." In the intervening years, his 

column has been adapted, messaged and added to 

by others. Here’s a recent version: 

CALL THE MINISTER WHEN... 

¶ When you don’t know me, but would like to. 

¶ When you have problems you would like to 

discuss with your job, children, marriage, or 

anything else where a sympathetic ear might 

help. 

¶ When you are going to the hospital or know 

of someone else in the congregation who is. 

¶ When someone close to you has died or is 

critically ill or you’re dealing with a 

significant loss of some kind. 

¶ When you are planning to be married or 

divorced. 

¶ When you would like your child to be 

dedicated. 

¶ When you are pregnant and glad you are or 

wish you weren’t, also if you want to be 

pregnant but aren’t. 

¶ When you feel ready to join the 

congregation. 

¶ When you have concerns or suggestions. 

¶ When you have religious or spiritual 

questions. 

¶ When you are seeking to deepen your 

spiritual life. 

¶ When you are upset with me or would like 

to express appreciation. 

¶ When you have won the lottery and want to 

make a large donation to the church. 

 

To add a little humor, Rev. Marilyn Sewell (minister 

of First Unitarian Church in Portland, Oregon) 

adds several reasons NOT to call the minister: 

¶ When you want to giver her "the real scoop" 

on another member. 

¶ When you want to explain that you’ll have 
to cut your pledge in half because you are 

spending the summer in the south of France. 

¶ When you want to tell her you didn’t like 
what she wore in the pulpit last Sunday. 

¶ When you want to tell her that one of the 

reasons you are a UU is that you have 

always distrusted organized religion. (Our 

church is, after all, a part of organized 

religion). 

 

So, call me.  Or send an email to revsaraz@aol.com. 

Appreciatively, 

Sara    
Rev. Dr. Sara Zimmerman, Minister 

mailto:revsaraz@aol.com
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Circles In The Woods CUUPS 
By Chris Hendrickx  
 

Circles in the Woods CUUPS 

(Covenant of Unitarian  

Universalist Pagans) is a 

committee within the 

Unitarian Universalist 

Church of Tampa.  

 

Upcoming Full Moon Celebration: Join Circles In 

the Woods CUUPS in a Ritual Celebration led by 

the As Always Coven. The ritual will be June 6
th

 at 

7:30pm.  As Always Coven is led by Carol and 

Thomas Westmoreland, and they have extensive 

experience leading public ritual.  Carol, Thomas, 

and their coven have performed some very 

memorable rituals and we look forward to 

welcoming them back to the Dome! 

 

This is an open family event, so yes, children are  

welcome! However, childcare is not provided. 

Donations to help pay for the upkeep of the 

property are welcome! First-time ritual attendees, 

those interested in Wicca or Paganism, and their 

families are welcomed and encouraged to attend. 

You do not have to have ritual experience to be part 

of the Celebration. We welcome all those who come 

in Perfect Love and Perfect Trust!!  

 

Upcoming classes:  Circles in the Woods CUUPS 

holds its monthly business meeting on the first 

Monday of the month.  The June meeting will be 

held on June 1
st
 at 6:30pm and will be followed by 

the last class in the series of the Cakes for the 

Queen of Heaven curriculum.  Looking ahead, the 

July meeting will be on July 6
th

 at 7pm and will be 

followed by a class on soap making led by CUUPS 

member Christin Ocasio.  More information on this 

class and many other events sponsored by CUUPS 

can be found on the CUUPS website: 

http://www.uutampa.org/cuups.htm.  

 

 

                  Board Bytes 
           Mary Francis, Secretary 
 

The Board of Trustee will have official changes of 

members on September 1st.  Departing will be 

Ralph Lehman, Russ Patterson, and Tempie Taudte. 

At the congregational meeting on May 3
rd

, three 

new members were voted into office:  Nicole 

Drelles, Don Ennis, and Tom Raffel.  Take time to 

thank those members leaving for their hard work 

over the past three years and give congratulations to 

our new BOT members.   

 

The annual Betty Lee award was presented to Pat 

Benedict at our congregational meeting.  Pat has 

been involved with so many activities at the church 

and this reward is well deserved.  Be sure to let Pat 

know how much you appreciate all that she does for 

us. 

 

The Endowment Committee has been working 

diligently to work out the finite details of managing 

this fund.  Watch for a new brochure that will be 

available to you in the near future.  

 

These are just a few of the BOT activities. If you 

would like more detailed Board of Trustee 

information, join us on the last Sunday of every 

month for “Conversations with the Board”, or check 

out the most recent copy of the approved Board 

meeting minutes posted in a binder under the 

bulletin board in the hallway, or ask any Board 

member.  Current Board of Trustee members are: 

•    Ed Benedict - President 

•    Tempie Taudte - Vice President 

•    Bill Blymiller - Treasurer 

•    Mary Francis - Secretary 

•    Rom Delacroix 

•    Kathy Hunter  

•    Ralph Lehman 

•    Russell Patterson 

•    Diana Stevens 

http://www.uutampa.org/cuups.htm
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CLOWN 

Face Painting 

Juggling  

Games Galore 

And more   
Pulled Pork Plate 

Hot Dogs  

Veggie Burgers  

Hamburgers  

Sing-A-Longs and 

Campfire So ngs 

Sweets for Sale

  

 
 

Summer  

Kick-Off Party  
 

Where:  Unitarian Universalist 

Church of Tampa  
   11400 Morris Bridge Road  

   813-988 -8188 

When: Friday June 5, 2008 

starting at 6:00 pm  

Cost: Food and Drinks will 

be available for a 

donation. 
 

Rummage sale for 

all ages 

Raffle items  

(See related 

article Page 7) 

P  

Sw  
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                                     CAPITAL  CAMPAIGN UPDATE
   
 The Church’s capital campaign to raise funds for the construction of a multipurpose building continues 

its initial phase.  Pledges total $262,000 to date.  Members of the Capital Campaign Steering Committee and the 

Board of Trustees met with UUA consultant Dave Rickard on May 18th to discuss the next phases of the 

project. 

 

 Work on the campaign began a year ago with the appointment of Ara Rogers, Planning Committee chair, 

and Pat Benedict to head the effort.  An Architect Selection Committee of Fran Davin and Ralph Lehman 

recommended and the Board hired Hoffman Architects, P.A., of Tarpon Springs to design and oversee 

construction of the building.  Acting as liaison with the architects was the Building Design Committee: Ronnie 

Kirchheimer, Rod Martin, Diana Stevens and Tom Turke.  A congregational meeting in December endorsed the 

architect’s preliminary Master Plans. 

 

 Following Rickard’s January study of selected UUCT members to determine the feasibility of a capital 

campaign, the congregation voted in a March meeting to proceed.  A gala dinner for members at the Ybor City 

Museum April 18th kicked off the actual campaign.  A few days later Church stewards began calling each 

member to make an appointment and ask for his or her pledge. 

 

 As the Domelight goes to press, we're nearing the end of the pledging period.  If you've not yet pledged 

or would like to increase your pledge, please call Pat Benedict at 813-968-1418. 

 

 

Domelight is published monthly by: 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 

11400 Morris Bridge Rd 

Tampa, FL 33637-1902 

(813)988-8188 

Download from http://www.uutampa.org  free of 

charge. For a 1 year subscription by mail, please make 

a $15.00 donation to the church office. Mark it 

DOMELIGHT SUBSCRIPTION. Domelight deadline is 

generally the Sunday closest to the 15
th
 of each month. 

Firm deadline for the next issue is at the end of service 

on. April 18
th

. Articles may be submitted by e-mail to 

Domelight@uutampa.org Submissions should include 

a contact name and phone number.  Editor: Liz Bleau 

 

   

 

          

 BOOK SALE:  Get ready for the hot 

summer ahead by picking up a few books by 
your favorite author. We already have a good supply of 
books but are accepting your old videos and CD's.   All 
books, eddies & CD's all reasonably priced.   Sale is 
from 10a.m. to 2p.m.Sunday, June 29th. Got questions? 
 Call Joyce Formica 

   d 
A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: 

Domelight is your publication, so if there is 

something you would like to add or see changed to 

improve the newsletter, please let me know. Also, I 

could use someone to help with the calendar each 

month. It’s just a matter of taking events on the web 

calendar and putting in Domelight format. 

Liz Bleau, editor 

http://www.uutampa.org/
mailto:Domelight@uutampa.org
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FRIENDSHIP DINNERS RESUME 
By Martha Robinson, Chair 
 

 The Friendship Dinners have been on hold for a couple 

of months…but we have a dinner planned for June.  

Tony Jimenez and Gwen Johnson have offered to host on 

June 13
th

 in their newly renovated and 

decorated home. 

The sign-up sheet for the June 

dinner is posted in the foyer 

of the church, or call Martha 

Robinson (813/985-4777) 

to sign up if you can’t make 

it to church to put your name on the list in person.  After 

you sign up Gwen or Tony will call you to confirm what 

you will be bringing to the dinner and give you 

directions if needed. 

More to come on these, but two other Friendship 

Dinners are being planned: 

A Friendship Dinner in Sept to honor Rev Sara's 

graduation will be held at the church on the second 

Saturday.  And Judy and Ralph Lehman would like to 

host one in July on the 18th.  

 If you would like to open your home and be a host, 

please call Martha Robinson (985-4777) 

(martyr1141@gmail. com) or see me at church.  The 

usual date for the dinner is the second Saturday of the 

month but keep in mind that there may be a special 

occasion you would like to celebrate with fellow UUers 

and you may pick a date that reflects that occasion.  To 

those people who are new to the area and UUCT it 

would be great if you would sign up to attend a dinner.  

We are anxious to get to know you better and these 

dinners are a perfect way for us to meet you on a more 

personal level with good food thrown into the bargain. 

 The Dinners work like this: The entrée is usually fixed 

by the host and the guests bring the rest of the meal, but 

that is not carved in stone.  As mentioned before, your 

host will contact you to find out what you would like to 

bring.  Hope to see you at the June and future month's 

dinners….. 

 R.E.flections  

By Katie Culbert 

Director of Religious Education  

 
Summer Kick-Off Party - Friday, 

June 5
th

 at 6:00 p.m.  See Page 3. 

This is an ALL CHURCH event.   

 

RE Sunday Lifespan Worship - Sunday, June 6
th

 at 

11:00 a.m. Please plan on attending on this joyous 

Sunday of honoring our children, our many RE 

volunteers, and the gift of Liberal Religious Education.  

We will be viewing a special multi-media presentation 

on our planned curriculum for the fall.  

   

What is SPIRITUALITY?  How do you PRACTICE 

it?  Spirituality is an inner sense of something greater 

than oneself. Spirituality can renew, lift up, comfort, heal 

and inspire both ourselves and those with whom we 

interact. There are many ways a person can practice their 

spirituality.  Activities that connect you to yourself, your 

family, your community and the world can be spiritual 

practices.   

 

.   On Sunday, June 14
th

 we will kick off our summer 

program: Growing Spirituality - A Summer of 

Spiritual Practice for Children and Youth.  It will be a 

fun summer program filled with lots of hands on 

activities and games.  Please join us!       

During the summer the children will not be attending 

the first part of service.  Please drop children off in 

the small dome at 11:00 a.m. and pick them up 

following service.  

 

Coming this Fall: Tapestry of Faith!  Tapestry of Faith 

is a series of programs and resources for all ages that 

nurture Unitarian Universalist identity, spiritual growth, 

a transforming faith, and vital communities of justice 

and love. The UUA is developing these resources out of 

a broad series of conversations and denomination-wide 

focus groups that articulated a future direction for 

Unitarian Universalist religious growth and learning. 

These programs offer a variety of resources—

downloadable, printed, viewable, interactive, and 

more—a religious growth and learning program for the 

twenty-first century.  To check out Tapestry of Faith go 

to www.uua.org  

http://us.mc1114.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=martyr1141@gmail.com
http://www.uua.org/
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FROM THE  

 PRESIDENTõs DESK 

 

    This month, June, begins 

the end of our Program Year.  

When I joined the Church 

twelve years ago, this period 

was the beginning of our 

summer season.  From the 

view point of the 

congregation, the summer 

season usually meant seldom having our Minister in 

the pulpit, no Choir, few in attendance (guests 

sometimes outnumbering members), and a light 

collection plate. The good news is our Minister, the 

Reverend Doctor Sara Zimmerman, does not take 

the summer off.  We do get to hear her preach 

regularly from the pulpit throughout the summer, 

indicating the new vitality our Program Year.  As 

the quality of our programs remains high through 

the summer months, hopefully so will our 

attendance at Sunday services and the size of the 

income from the collection plate.   

 

    Regular attendance helps us all to recognize and 

get to know each other better.  One of the goals of 

our Board of Trustees is to have its members more 

recognizable at Church services.  Our 

“Conversations with the Board” series, discussion 

sessions with the congregation following services 

on the last Sunday of each month, is one way of 

achieving this.    Another way, started last month, is 

with specially marked ribbons on the Board 

members’ name tags.  These ribbons are red with 

the gold lettering “Board Member” imprinted on 

them.  When you see someone sporting one of these 

ribbons on their name tag, please say hello and feel 

free to engage them in some meaningful “coffee” 

conversation.   

 

Ed Benedict.  
 President, UUCT  Board of Trustees   

 

GREEN GROUP 

 Summer is here and thoughts of green gardens and 

the return of our much welcome rains occupy the 

minds of many.  

The UUCT Green Group is no exception and we are 

collaborating with Laurie Ennis and Willow 

LaMonte to pursue a plan for a community garden 

on our property.  Anyone interested in being a part 

of this project can contact Laurie.  

We have also discussed the possibility of installing 

rain barrels at appropriate locations to collect water 

to be used on the herb garden or future vegetable 

garden.  We are open to ideas and encourage those 

who are interested in to come forth soon as we will 

need to do a lot of prep work over the summer.  

The newly installed local organizer for Green Peace 

should be contacting us soon and I hope to arrange 

for him to meet with us with an update on their 

activities.  

We hosted our first meeting for FUSE (Faiths 

United for Sustainable Energy) on May 14 in the 

small dome and are in the process of setting a date 

for their next meeting in June. Representatives from 

FCAN, Sierra Club and several other local 

environmental activists attended. We participated in 

the actions of preparing faxes to be sent to Kathy 

Castor and other U.S. Representatives to support 

legislation promoting sustainable living.  In future 

meetings FUSE wants people to attend who are not 

normally in the activist community, so if you know 

anyone, particularly in the faith based community, 

who is interested in sustainable living keep an eye 

out for the date of the next meeting.  

The Green Group is an adult education group that 

meets every Sunday from 9:45 am - 10:45 AM in 

the Gazebo.  Meetings are open to all.  Newcomers 

and drop-ins are welcomed.  

Tom Krumreich of the Green Group 
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  UUA TRUUSTEE TIDBITS 
Joan Lund, June 2009 

      

For this month and in July 

the columns will be about 

our chief UUA officers, the 

President, Moderator, and 

Financial Advisor. In April 

the UUA Board of Trustees 

(BOT) voted to include on 

the 2010 General Assembly (GA) agenda, important 

changes in UUA Bylaws Articles V, VIII, and IX 

which determine the length of the terms the 

President and Moderator, and the creation of a 

Presidential Search Committee. This does NOT 

mean the terms of the President and Moderator will 

change before much conversation. By putting the 

proposed changes on the agenda it means there is 

over a year for discussions within all congregations 

and interested parties, before voting in 2010. At this 

time the BOT has not taken a position on the 

proposed changes. 

 

The proposed changes for both the President and 

Moderator would allow a single six-year term of 

office. A partial term of more than two years by 

reason of appointment and/or election would be 

considered a full term. The Financial Advisor 

term(s) would not change. 

 

In Article V, Section 5.1, a Presidential Search 

Committee would be created, and consist of five 

members elected by GA, a member appointed by 

our UUA Ministers Association, and one member 

appointed by the BOT. This Committee would 

choose two candidates for the presidency. The 

election and appointment of members would occur 

at the GA held four years before the GA at which 

there would be a presidential election. Each 

appointed or elected member of the Committee 

would serve a term of six years and take office at 

the close of GA at which they are appointed or 

elected. As stated in Article IX, Section 9.5, an 

individual may continue to run by petition for the 

office of President. The BOT will establish another 

committee to nominate one or more candidates for 

Moderator.  

 

Of course there are many questions, responses, and 

opinions to be voiced before the 2010 GA in 

Minneapolis. I encourage your congregation to 

devote time to discussions regarding the proposed 

changes and send delegates to GA in 2010. 

Hopefully the short column this month will peak 

your interest in these significant proposed changes. 

Please telephone or email me at 813-931-9727 or 

jlund@uua.org if you wish to talk about them or 

anything else UU-oriented on your mind. I’m a 

good listener and usually know, or can find answers 

to your concerns. 

d 

 

SUMMER CIRCUS RUMMAGE SALE  

 

We're having a rummage sale in conjunction with 

the Summer Circus Kick-Off Party at 6 p.m. June 5. 

Rummage around in your closets and bring some 

stuff that other people might want. Here are the 

rules: 

    1. Bring it with you when you come to the party 

(or entrust it to a friend). Don't bring it early 

because we don't have enough storage space. 

 

    2. Put a price tag on it if you want it to sell for 

more than $1. Any sort of price tag will do. 

 

    3. If it doesn't sell, you have to cart it home with 

you (or guarantee that a friend will). Did I mention 

that we don't have enough storage space? 

 

    You don't have to stay with your stuff at the party. 

I will be the Rummage Queen, keeping guard over 

all the stuff and taking people's money. Since this is 

an RE event, you may want to bring some things 

kids will want. But stuff for grownups is fine, too. 

    Questions? Ask Suzie at 

suziesiegel@tampabay.rr.com. 
 

mailto:jlund@uua.org
http://us.mc1114.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=suziesiegel@tampabay.rr.com
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UUCT Calendar of weekly events  
SUNDAY 
9:45AM Green Group 

11AM   Sunday Service 

11AM    (Grades 1-12) Youth R.E. (Small Dome) 

11AM  Child Care for babies in the Nursery 

 

THURSDAYS 

8:30AM Nature Walk in the Park  

 (info: 813-988-6453) 

June  Events 

Below is a listing of recurring and special events not 

highlighted elsewhere in the Domelight. For a complete 

listing of events, visit the calendar at www.uutampa.org, 

where you can click on events to pull up additional 

information for each listing. 

 

 

 Monday, June 1:: 6:30 p.m., CUUPS, 7 p.m., CUUPS: 

Cakes for the Queen of Heaven Class, 7 pm, Social 

Action Committee 

 

Tuesday, June 2: 2 p.m., Campfire USA,  5:30pm, 

Lifespan RE: Zen Meditation 

7 pm, Worship Committee 

 

 Wednesday, June 3:   
7 pm Tibetan Buddhist Meditation 

 

Thursday, June 4: 8:30 am, Walk in the Park; 

7 pm, Children & Youth RE Committee 

 

Friday, June 5: Summer kickoff, see page 3 for more 

details. 

 

Saturday, June 6:    
7:30 pm, CUUPS: Full Moon Circle 

 

 

Tuedsay, June 9: 5:30 pm, Lifespan RE: Zen Meditation 

 

Wednesday, June 10:  

7 pm Tibetan Buddhist Meditation, SHAAG 

 

Saturday, June 13: 9 a.m., Building and Grounds 

 

Monday, June 15: 7 pm, Finance Committee 
 

 

Tuesday, June 16:  2 p.m., Campfire USA;  
5:30pm Lifespan RE: Zen Meditation 
 

Wednesday, June 17: 7 pm Tibetan Buddhist 

Meditation 

 

Thursday, June 18: 6 p.m., Board of Trustees 

 

Monday, June 22: 6:45 pm, Small Group Ministry: 

Genealogy  

 

Tuesday, June 23:  5:30pm Lifespan RE: Zen 

Meditation, 7 p.m., Women’s Spirituality 

7 pm, Small Group Ministry: Women’s Spirituality 

 

Wednesday, June 24:  7 p.m., SHAAG, Tibetan 

Buddhist Meditation 
 

Tuesday, June 30: 2 p.m., Campfire USA,  5:30pm, 

Lifespan RE: Zen Meditation 
 

Wednesday, July 1: 7 p.m. Tibetan Buddhist Meditation 

 

Thursday, July 2: 7 p.m., Children and Youth  RE 

Committee 

 

Saturday,  July 4:  

7: 30 p.m., CUUPs: Full Moon Circle 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Month of Sundays at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 

June 7:  Our Children and Those Who Teach Them:  A Service of Recognition.   Religious Education 

Sunday.  Lifespan  Worship Service  

Please plan to attend this joyous Sunday of honoring our children, our many RE teachers and volunteers, and 

the gift of Liberal Religious Education.  We will be viewing a special multi-media presentation that describes 

our planned curriculum for the fall.  It includes a video message from Rev. Bill Sinkford, President of the 

Unitarian Universalist Association.    Rev. Dr. Sara Zimmerman, and Katie Culbert, Director of Religious 

Education. 

 

June 14:  What Makes Us Happy?    

As described in longitudinal studies, over the course of their lifetimes, some people eventually turn their 

personal real-life crises and emotional pain into creative, fulfilled lives.  Think of an oyster and the irritation of 

a grain of sand, and the miracle of the eventual creation of a pearl.  Rev. Dr. Sara Zimmerman. 

 

June 21:  The Changing Roles of Fatherhood 

A sermon that honors and celebrates fathers.  It will draw on the father figure as depicted in a wide range of 

contexts, including ancient mythology and current TV shows such as King of the Hill.  Rev. Dr. Sara 

Zimmerman   

 

June 28:  Music Sunday with Dan Miller and Friends 

This is the one we all look forward to when church members and friends share their musical talents. There are 

always some surprises. 

 

 
 

Domelight is a publication of: 

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 

11400 Morris Bridge Rd 

Tampa, FL 33637 
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