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Minister’s Musings
Rev. Sara Zimmerman

Hello Everyone,

- Y¥¢ A topic that has come up at

% several church meetings this week
, is the need to help our newer
members feel more at home.
Newer members are eager to
become acquainted. They want to
know us in our small corner of the UU world here
in Tampa, and they also want to know more about
the larger context of being Unitarian Universalist.

One method we thought of for helping newer
members feel at home in the UU world is to share
our UUWORLD magazines with them. For various
reasons, newer members do not receive the
magazine immediately upon joining. The
UUWORLD comes to them eventually, but it can
take a long time. Too long.

And so to remedy this situation, | have a request for
all of you who receive the magazine. Read it and
then recycle it. Recycle it by bringing it to
church.

To our newer members: We will pass the
magazines on to you. We’ll create a box for the
collection of UUWORLDS where you can dig in
and take what you like. If there are some left over,
we will pass them on to visitors and non-members
who want to know more about Unitarian
Universalism.

To the recipients of UUWORLD: Find your Winter
2008 copy now! And, in addition, find all those
back copies you stashed on a back shelf for a rainy
day. And if you are finished with them, put them
where you will remember to bring them with you
the next time you come to the church.

To all you readers who have never seen a
UUWORLD, let me tell you what to expect. Expect
an attractive, well-written, nicely illustrated

magazine that will bring you up to date on issues of
interest to Unitarian Universalists.

For example, in the Winter 2008 issue you will find
commentary on our First Principle. It’s entitled,
“Be A Dignitarian: We can overcome rankism and
build a world that honors the dignity of every
person.” That’s right: rank-ism.

Parents, you will find an exuberant pull-out section
for your UU kid called UU & ME! In the Winter
2008 issue, the center spread offers a new game
called “Be a Gratitude Detective.” UU & ME
includes prototypes of cute thank-you cards that can
be copied on heavy paper. They are worth a look.

Adults, you may find it interesting to read the book
reviews. The Winter 2008 issue features an
interview with Ted Sorensen, JFK’s speechwriter
and a Unitarian from Nebraska. Sorensen’s new
book is Counselor: Life at the Edge of History. In it
he says that “Unitarian values are reflected in many
of the speeches he drafted for Kennedy.”

In my stack of reading, the UUWORLD competes
for attention with the pile of books I need to read
for my upcoming courses at Meadville Lombard
Theology School in January. And the New Yorker
Magazine and the Atlantic. And the St. Pete Times
and the Tribune.

And yet, | find time for the UUWORLD because it
is in reading this magazine that | become
reacquainted with my UU identity. It keeps me
current with everything that’s happening.

So what do you say? Let’s help the newer members
become more acquainted with our UU identity by
sharing our copies of the magazine. Bring them to
church with you.

Reov. Sara
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Circles In The Woods CUUPS
By Chris Hendrickx

Circles in the Woods CUUPS
(Covenant of Unitarian
Universalist Pagans) is a
committee within the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Tampa. ”
While there is no cost for most of our events, love
donations to UUCT are greatly appreciated. All
money goes directly to UUCT.

Full Moon Celebrations We host Full Moon
Celebrations on the Saturday closest to the Full
Moon at 7:30 pm followed by shared feasting. This
is an open family event, so yes, children are
welcome! However, childcare is not provided, so
parents are responsible for the care of their
children. Donations to help pay for the upkeep of
the property are welcome! First-time ritual
attendees, those interested in Wicca or Paganism,
and their families are welcomed and encouraged to
attend! You do not have to have ritual experience to
be part of the Celebration. We welcome all those
who come in Perfect Love and Perfect Trust!!

Upcoming Full Moon Celebration: Join Circles In
the Woods CUUPs in welcoming As Always Coven
back to the Dome as they present a Yule ritual
celebration on December 13" at 7:30 PM. As
Always Coven has been presenting rituals at the
Dome for several years, and we are thrilled to
welcome them for Yule. Their rituals are always
spectacular!! During the month of December,
Circles In the Woods CUUPS, UUCT Charity
Committee, and the Tampa Bay Pagan Community
are sponsoring a food drive to benefit the Migrant
Workers Camp in Dover, Florida. Items needed
include: canned/non-perishable foods; baby
formula; baby items: diapers, baby wipes, new
(still packaged) bottles, pacifiers, rattles, etc.
Please bring these items to the December Full Moon
Celebration or to any church service.

Upcoming Classes: On December 1% Circles In
The Woods CUUPs will sponsor a Runes class
following the monthly business meeting at 7pm.
Don Ennis will present the basics of understanding
runes and their meanings, as well as basic rune
readings. If you have a set of runes, you are
encouraged to bring them to the class, but it is not
necessary. Don has been making and reading Runes
for years, and we were fortunate enough to have
him read Runes at the Witches Masquerade in
October. If you are curious about what Runes are
and how they are used, this is the class for you!
There is no cost for the class; however, a love
donation to UUCT is greatly appreciated. All
meetings and classes are open to the public.

Pagan Concert &
Fundraiser: On
January 16, 2009,
CUUPs will
present The
Travelling Fates,
Music and
Mischief tour.
This Pagan group
consists of SJ
Tucker (aka
Skinny White
Chick), Ginger B9
Doss and Bekah

Kelso of Dreamtribe. The show in the large dome
begins at 7pm and tickets are just $10. (That’s 3
artists for the price of 1!!) These three are very well
known in the Pagan community, and we’re
extremely fortunate to have them play for a
fundraiser at the church. For tickets, contact Chris
or Jamie Hendrickx at 813-708-1314 or
jamie@chrisandjamie.net. Refreshments will be
available for a small donation, and “The Girls” will
be on-hand to autograph CD’s. For music samples
and more information on SJ Tucker (aka Skinny
White Chick), visit
http://www.skinnywhitechick.com/.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’s DESK

As our church’s calendar year winds down through
December 2008, | am reminded how fortunate we
are. We are completing another successful
Stewardship Campaign. Last year’s Stewardship
Campaign (for 2008) was the best this church ever
had, with a pledge income of $112,000 reported.

As | write this, the 2009 campaign has not been
completed but stands to come near 2008 total
pledge income. Given the present sad state of the
economy, this success is a testament to the
generosity of our congregation and the hard work of
our Stewardship Campaign Team.

Under the very able leadership of its chairperson,
Jamie Henderickx, the UUCT Stewardship
Campaign Committee attempted to contact all
members and friends of the Church and offer them
an opportunity to make a 2009 pledge to the church.
These contacts were made through a series of
cottage meetings, phone calls, and letters. (NOTE:
some of our members’ 2009 pledges are still
outstanding. If you are one of these, please make a
pledge as soon as possible.) This, my friends,
involved a lot of hard work on the Stewardship
Campaign Committee’s part.
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Assisting Jamie in the successful execution of the
drive was Pat Benedict. The script for the cottage
meetings was written by Ara Rogers; publicity was
by Fran Davin; food for the Kick-off Breakfast was
provided by a vast number of unsung, excellent
cooks. Cottage meetings were hosted by Tom
Hagner, Tempie Taudte/Jay Hall, Joan Lund/Gene
Pizzo, Harriet/Bill Blymiller, Martha Robinson,
Diana Stevens/Grant Wilson, Pam Betts/ Rod
Martin, and Rev. Sara Zimmerman. Stewards at the
cottage meetings were Fran Davin, Ara Rogers,
Rom Delacroix, Chris Hendrickx, and Heather Roy.
| cannot say it enough -- thank you, thank you,
thank you all.

This campaign is a symbol of the cooperative spirit
that pervades our congregation.

As along as we remain in right relations with one
another, 2009 portends to be an incredible year for
this church.

Thank you.
Ed Benedict

CHRISTMAS DINNER AT THE CHURCH

Come join your fellow UUs, and the people who in are in town early for
SWIM , the Southeastern Winter Institute in Miami, as you celebrate the
Holiday Season with a dinner at the church on December 25. Ameer’ s
cater traditional American food, as well as Middle Eastern, with a good

selection for vegetarians. A reception is scheduled from 4 p.m — 6 p.m. Dinner will be served at 6
p.m. The cost is $20.00 for adults and $12.00 for children 12 and under. Reservations are
necessary- call Candy Gale at 813-317-7660 or email candylgale @earthink.net.

SWIM is a family-friendly weeklong camp of fun activities from Dec. 26-J a n . 1.

This ye

held in Miami, but nearby in Lake Placid. For more information visit http://www.swimuu.org
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Congregational Meeting

Dec. 14, at 12:30 following service.

Bring some food to share for a potluck.

The meeting agenda includes adoption of the 2009 budget,
by-law revisions and building committee update.

Plan to attend and be a part of the community process.

BE AN ANGEL

Foster angels

Foster Angels is a charity that provides gifts for abused
and neglected children living in foster care facilities and
crisis situations in the Central Florida Area. There will

X

be a foster angel tree at UUCT in early

December! Be an angel to

someone and return

the gift to the church %

for pickup by the

requested date.

Itis a wonderful /, | *

way to share holiday

giving with your entire family. If you have questions,

contact Ollis Hughes at hughesollis@yahoo.com.

'Sponsoring angels|

Most of us try to be good stewards here at UUCT.
However, there are times when one of us in the church
family, for one reason or another, is unable to maintain
his or her membership without financial assistance.
Over the years church members have come forward
anonymously to sponsor such members by providing the
cost of UUA, Florida District, Cluster and H.O.P.E. dues
for them. That total cost is approximately $100 annually
per member and allows the sponsored member to
continue as an active voting member of UUCT. If you

would like to become a "sponsoring angel," please
contact Joyce Formica at 813-1907.

Food Angels, Food Drive

Sponsored by Circles in the Woods CUUPS
(Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans), UUCT
Charity Committee & the Tampa Bay Pagan
Community

Items needed:
e Canned/non-perishable foods
e Baby formula
e Baby items: diapers, baby wipes, new (still
packaged) bottles, pacifiers, rattles, etc.

Items will be collected at Sunday Services during
November and December, and at Full Moon
Celebration on December 13". Full Moon
Celebrations begin at 7:30pm and are open to all
those who come in Perfect Love and Perfect Trust.
Items can also be dropped off at the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Tampa (please call to
arrange time).

All items will be donated to the Migrant Workers
camp in Dover, Florida.

Domelightis published monthly by:
Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa
11400 Morris Bridge Rd
Tampa, FL 33637-1902
(813)988-8188

Download fromhttp://www.uutampa.orgfree of charge. For
a 1 year subscriptin by mail, please make a $15.00 donatig
to the church office. Mark it DOMELIGHT
SUBSCRIPTION.Domelight deadline is generally the
Sunday closest to the 15™ of each month. Firm deadline for the
next issue is at the end of service on. Dec 14th Articles may
be submitted by e-mail to Domelight@uutampa.org
Submissions should include a contact name and phone

number. Editor: Liz Bleau
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Giving Green Gifts

Domelight

By Kathi Dorman of the Green Group
Why not start a new
holiday tradition with
your family and
friends? Suggest
giving green gifts.
These gifts can put the
heart back into the
holidays and preserve
the planet.

Some great ideas are:

Give homemade gift certificates for a home-cooked
dinner, cleaning house, or doing laundry.

Plant a favorite tree, bush, or flowers for someone
you love in their yard. Mow the lawn, edge, or trim
the trees and bushes.

Give a basket of locally grown or organic fruit.

Buy a UU Green Bag.

Give a holiday mug and some fair trade coffee.
You can purchase the coffee from the Green Group.

Give a subscription to National Geographic’s Green
Guide.

Tickets to a movie or concert are a wonderful green
gift.

Happy Holidays!!

(l nitarian (l niversalist (__;!')Ul'(' h of T—nmpn
C)nc I ace: A” Fm—l—hs
(_Vl(\if!l"l‘s" a caring, |ustic (*--:»cc"’,\mf" community
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Board Bytes
Mary Francis, Secretary

— -
— The Board of Trustees is busy
~— wrapping up routine work for the end

of 2008 and our finance committee is
putting together the budget for 2009. The proposed
budget will be presented to the congregation at a
meeting on December 14, 2008, following church
service. Be sure to mark your calendars and plan to
participate. There will be other items on the agenda
such as bylaws changes that require congregational
agproval. To review the meeting notes from September
7", 2008, go to the web site at
http://www.uutampa.org/pdf docs/minutes congregation

al mtg 9 7 2008.pdf

The capital campaign continues to progress and the
design committee is currently working with Hoffman
Architecture,
http://www.hoffmanarchitects.net/Home.html.

The Building Desigh members include:
Tom Turke

Rod Martin

Ronnie Kirchheimer

Diana Stevens

The status of the new building, and the associated
capital campaign, will be discussed every month at
“Conversations with the
the Board” is held on the

If you would like more detailed Board of Trustee
information, please see the most recent copy of the
approved Board meeting minutes posted in a binder
under the bulletin board in the hallway, or ask any Board
member. Board of Trustee members include:

Ed Benedict - President

Tempie Taudte - Vice President

Bill Blymiller - Treasurer

Mary Francis - Secretary

Rom Delacroix

Kathy Hunter

Ralph Lehman

Russell Patterson

Diana Stevens
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UUA TRUSTEE TIDBITS
Joan Lund, December 2008

At the UUA Board of Trustees meeting in October
we had the opportunity to learn from representatives
of the Congregation-Based Community Organizing
(CBCO) organization. | was impressed by their
purpose, scope, work, and dedication to social
justice organizing in congregational communities.
In the report to the District following the BOT |
indicated | would devote one or two columns to this
excellent organization. This is the first of two
efforts to let you know the importance of this
organization, and how your congregation might
benefit from their expertise.

Part of our UU mission is to work beyond the walls
of our congregations and be involved in building
bridges across the barriers that separate people from
each other. CBCO offers a way to be part of the
work we are called to do. The heart of being in right
relationship is the concept of covenant. CBCO
deepens and expands the possibility for us to be in
right relationship through covenant with those who
are not in our congregations. Covenant is a step in
the direction of healing the “us-against-them”
polarization of people.

Our UU history is rich in the tradition of pursuing
social justice through the work of our UUA
programs, affiliate organizations, the UU Women’s
Federation, and social justice initiatives of all types.
We have worked for civil and human rights in many
ways; however we continue to face challenges
within our congregations related to reaching our
potential to engage in efforts for social justice, and
these problems need addressing. Those things that
get in the way of more effective justice work
include the lack of relationship in necessary venues,
falsely assuming the problems of poverty and
systemic racism do not affect us, lacking the
avenues to pursue social justice, and focusing on
short-term solutions instead of long-term change.
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Our UUA affirms as one of our principles a faith
and belief in democracy. It has become obvious,
especially after the mandate of our recent national
election, a force for democracy is becoming
stronger in our nation. There are many social justice
efforts that operate largely outside the media
spotlight and these efforts represent a significant
force for change and renewal of democratic
participation. This force is CBCO. Also referred to
as “broad-based, faith-based, or institution-based
community organizing” this model of local and
statewide activism brings people across race and
class, mainly through congregations from diverse
religious traditions. In the U.S. there are close to
200 local CBCO groups, and currently 100 of these
groups are UU congregations.

I will continue this column in January. Stay tuned
but if you cannot wait to learn more about CBCO, a
telephone call would be welcomed, 813-931-9727
or | can be reached at jlund@uua.org. May each one
of you experience a blessed and warm holiday
season. Despite the many problems we, as a society
or individually, may have there is much for which
to be thankful. Think on these things.

d
"Thank You, from Marty and Liz

To everyone who attended our wedding reception on
Sept. 1, thank you! What a joy it was to see old friends
and share our happiness with you. To those who
couldn't make it, pictures from the reception are here:
http://picasaweb.google.com/marty.springer/TampaWed
dingReception.

The blog of our adventures in Hawalii is here:
http://lizandmarty.blogspot.com. (Yes, we had a
wonderful time!) Pictures of the wedding in Hawaii are
here:
http://picasaweb.google.com/marty.springer/HawaiiWed
ding. And finally, pictures from the Seattle reception held
on October 18th are here:
http://picasaweb.google.com/marty.springer/SeattleWed

dingReception.

Love, Liz and Marty Springer
(Marty is a former member of UUCT who moved out
West several years ago,)
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RUUGS
The second RUUGS Great Adventure of
the 2008-09 season is coming up
Saturday, December 13th, with a trip to
Bok Tower and the adjacent Pinewood
We 6| |

Estat e. me et a

a.m., then leave promptly at 9:30 a.m. in

arrive,
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acarpooltoLakeWal es, When we
Sanctuary gardens, | ist#a to the
carillon play a traditional Christmas music concert, and have

lunch at the garden
Mediterranean-style 1930s Pinewood mansion, which is on the
National Register of Historic Places. Central Florida designers
are transforming the home into a holiday showcase with the

t heme, AOnce Upon a Ti me,
we head back home, you might want to do a little h oliday
shopping in the gift and garden shop. Cost: adults, $18,
includes admission to gardens and Pinewood tour; children
under five, free.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND JOIN US!

* Travel and stay in homes of people
who share your ideals

* Learn about hosting people in your
home to earn extra money

The UU bed and breakfast directory
UUre Home (formerly Homecomings)
offers a network of hosts in the United
States (and a few abroad) who enjoy
meeting new friends and are happy to
open their home to like-minded people.
Travel to different cities and stay in
reasonably priced accomodations or
become a host and enjoy meeting new
friends.

're Home

www.UUreHome.com
43 Vermont Court
Asheville, NC 28806
828-281-3253

For more information, visit
www.UUreHome.com
or write to
info@uurehome.com

restaurant .

A Stor

wd e Cluster-Rlayefse

The Fifth Annual West Central
Cluster Holiday Service

AUU Hol i days

A Holiday Celebration
liketNo%Othér!
Music of the Season

Bo
Sgr,pqsge§ 98"0"195 wer 0s
Childcare provided

Bring a Holiday Treat to Share

60

THe miftH'Arthual WedkCenfral (QQuster ©f t he
Holiday Service
December 11, 7:00 PM
Unitarian Universalist Church of
%I/'\?rQ%rkSpéip?sl, 21 Read SIre%t for

e wi l c oal C h [ dr
to be given to farm wo

d

FRIENDSHIP DINNER

The December Friendship Dinner will be held at Martha
Robinson and Bud Clough's home, 6125 E. 111th
Avenue, on December 13th. Sign up sheet is posted on
the bulletin board in the hallway just outside the
sanctuary doors. Please join your fellow UU'ers for a
holiday get together with more good food and

great conversation. For more information call Martha
Robinson 985-4777 or email mrobins7 @verizon. net.

d

Useful UU websites and news groups
Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa:
http://groups.yahoo.com/subscribe/UUTampa
UUCT Social Justice: uuctsocialaction-
subscribe@yahoogroups

UUCT Worship Committee: UUCT_WorshipCommittee-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Circles in the Woods CUUPS: CIW_CUUPS-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

UUCT Green Group:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UUCTGreenGroup
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Calendar of weekly events at UUCT
SUNDAY

9:45AM Green Group

11amM  Sunday Service

11AM (Grades 1-12) Youth R.E. (Small Dome)
11AM  Child Care for babies in the Nursery

WEDNESDAYS
7 pm, Choir rehearsal

THURSDAYS
8:30AM Nature Walk in the Park
(info: 813-988-6453)

Calendar of December Events

Below is a listing of recurring and special events not
highlighted elsewhere in Domelight. For a complete
listing of events, visit the calendar at www.uutampa.org
where you can click on events to pull up additional
information for each listing.

Monday, Dec. 1: 7 p.m. CUUPS meeting; 7 p.m., Social
Action Committee

Tuesday, Dec.2: 5:30 p.m., Lifespan RE: Zen
meditation; 7 p.m., Worship Committee, Youth
RE Committee

Wednesday, Dec. 3: 7pm Choir Rehearsal
7pm Tibetan Buddhist Meditation

Thursday, Dec. 4: 8:30amWalk in the Park
Saturday, Dec. 6:30 pm, Church auction

Sunday, Dec. 7: 12:30 p.m., Holiday party and tree
trimming

Tuesday, Dec. 9:

5:30pmLifespan RE: Zen Meditation

7-8:30 pm, Small Group Ministry: Meaningful Sharing
Discussion Group

Wednesday, Dec. 10:

7pmChoir Rehearsal
TPmMSHAAG

7pmTibetan Buddhist Meditation

December 2008

Friday, Dec. 12: 7:30-9:30 am, Tampa/Hillsborough
County Human Rights 35" annual awards breakfast at
Doubletree Hotel, Tampa.

Saturday,Dec. 13: 9 am, Building and grounds;
1:30 pm, Open House at Katie Culbert’s new home,
contact Katie for address, directions

7:30pm CUUPS Full Moon Celebration

Sunday, Dec. 14: 12:30 Pot Luck and Congregational
Meeting

Monday, Dec. 15:
7pmFinance Committee

Tuesday, Dec. 16:
5:30pmLifespan RE: Zen Meditation

Wednesday, Dec. 17: Adult RE meeting:
7pm Choir Rehearsal
7pmTibetan Buddhist Meditation

Thursday, Dec. 18: 6:30 BOT meeting
Monday, Dec. 22: 6:45 pm: 6:45 p.m. Small Group
Ministry:Genealogy

Tuesday, Dec. 23:
5:30pmLifespan RE: Zen Meditation
7 pm. Small Group Ministry: Women’s Spirituality

Wednesday, Dec. 24::
6 pm, Christmas Eve service with hot fugde sundaes
following

Thursday, Dec. 25: 5-11 p.m., Christmas Dinner for
UUCT and SWIM, see article in December Domelight

Tuesday, Dec. 30:
5:30pmLifespan RE: Zen Meditation

Wednesday, Dec. 31: 7pm Choir Rehearsal
7pmTibetan Buddhist Meditation
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A Month of Sundays at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa
Please Note: All Sunday Services start at 11:00 AM and are led by Rev. Sara Zimmerman unless otherwise noted.

December 7: Celebrating the Spiritual Side of the Season: A Buddhist Tradition. Tomorrow is
Bodhi Day, when the historical Buddha experienced enlightenment. Rev. Zimmerman

December 14: Celebrating the Spiritual Side of the Season: A Jewish Tradition. Hanukkah

begins next week. Rev. Zimmerman

December 21: Celebrating the Spiritual Side of the Season: The Christian Tradition. Christmas
in song and story. An Intergenerational service. Rev. Zimmerman and Katie Culbert, DRE.
December 24: A Traditional Christmas Eve Service. 6:30 PM.

December 28: Celebrating the Spiritual Side of the Season: The Islamic New Year. Rev.
Zimmerman

Want to get this by US mail? Need to contact the ath? All the info is on page!!

Domelight is a publication of:
The Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa
11400 Morris Bridge Rd
Tampa, FL 33637

813-988-8188
WwWW.uutampa.org
info@uutampa.org
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