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Ministerôs Musings 
                                                                      Rev. Sara Zimmerman 

Hello Everyone, 

 

At this writing, a couple of 

dozen folks have signed up 

for the UU 101 course se-

quence on August 6 and 13, 

consecutive Thursdays, 7 ï 9 

PM.  Thatôs great!  Weôve 

scheduled a New Member 

Sunday for August 30th, so those of you who decide 

to join our church after taking UU 101 will be able to 

sign our membership book during the service on Au-

gust 30th. 

This enthusiasm for our August Pathway to Member-

ship class UU 101 inspired our Membership Commit-

tee chair Judy Lehman and me to plan additional 

Pathway classes for the 2009-2010 program year.  

Iôm pleased to announce these as follows: 

Building Your Own Theology  

This four-session class will begin on Thursday, Oc-

tober 22, and continue for the next three Thursdays.  

The dates are 10/22, 10/29, 11/5, and 11/12.  Time:  

7 PM ï 9 PM.  This class explores the history of 

Unitarianism and Universalism.  But its main focus is 

on each personôs religion, faith, and spirituality as it 

has evolved.  Those who take this class sometimes 

have a vague idea of their religion, faith, and spiritu-

ality when they arrive for the first class.  By the end 

of the fourth class, and with lots of discernment on 

their own time, most have a much better idea and can 

articulate their faith.  Those who write their individ-

ual credos (ñthis I believeò statements) will be in-

vited to share them at a Sunday service. 

Everyone is welcome to sign up.  Because it is a 

Pathway to Membership class, it is especially recom-

mended for those interested in finding out more 

about Unitarian Universalism, our church, and how 

to join. 

Donôt want to take the class in October?  We will offer 

another four-session Building Your Own Theology 

class in April/May, 2010, again on Thursdays, 7 PM ï 

9 PM.  Those dates are April 16, 23, 30, and May 6. 

Unitarian Universalism 101 

This class is similar to Building Your Own Theology 

(BYOT) in that it introduces basic Unitarian Univer-

salist history and ideas.  UU 101 provides an introduc-

tion to the nuts and bolts of how our Unitarian Univer-

salist Church of Tampa runs, and introduces you to 

members of the Board of Trustees, committees, the 

governance structure in general, and the source of 

funding (ourselves). Unlike BYOT, it does not offer 

an in depth study of your own theology.  (There is no 

rule against taking both Pathway courses UU 101 and 

BYOT.) 

There is still time to sign up for the UU 101 class 

scheduled for August 6 and 13.  Sign up on the bulle-

tin board in the hallway at church, or call the church 

(813 988 8188) and leave a message, and include your 

name, email address and phone number. 

Donôt want to take the class in August 2009?  If you 

would rather take the course in 2010, we will be offer-

ing another UU 101 class in February, 2010, on Thurs-

days February 4 and 11. 

If you have questions about any of the above Pathway 

to Membership classes, feel free to contact me by 

email or phone:  revsaraz@aol.com, or 813 988 8188 

(press 2 for the minister.) 

 

See you at church! 

 

Rev. Dr. Sara                   
revsaraz@aol.com,  
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Circles In The Woods 
CUUPS 
By Chris Hendrickx  

 

Circles in the Woods CUUPS 

(Covenant of Unitarian Universalist 

Pagans) is a committee within the Unitarian Universal-

ist Church of Tampa. 

 

Full Moon Celebration: Join Circles In the Woods 

CUUPS for something different in the Dome.  On Au-

gust 8th at 7:30pm, we will host a Native American rit-

ual celebration.  The Four Winds Lodge led by Grey 

Ghost Hawk will perform our full moon celebration.  It 

has been a few years since Grey Ghost Hawk has been 

to the dome and we are very excited to welcome him 

back! 

 

This is an open family event, so yes, children are wel-

come! However, childcare is not provided. Donations 

to help pay for the upkeep of the property are wel-

come! First-time ritual attendees, those interested in 

Wicca or Paganism, and their families are welcomed 

and encouraged to attend. You do not have to have rit-

ual experience to be part of the Celebration. We wel-

come all those who come in Perfect Love and Perfect 

Trust!!  

Classes:  Circles in the Woods CUUPS holds its 

monthly business meeting on the first Monday of the 

month.  The August meeting will be held on August 3rd 

at 7:00pm and will be followed by a class on soap mak-

ing led by CUUPS member Christin Ocasio. 

 

Events:  Itôs that time again!!  The Witches Masquer-

ade Ball is just 4 months away!  The theme for the 5th 

Annual Ball will be Harry Potter in honor of the movie 

Half Blood Prince that was released in July.  Come to 

the planning meeting on August 2nd after Sunday ser-

vice to learn more.  For more information on the 

Witches Masquerade Ball, contact Mary Francis at 

gldnpuma@earthlink.net or 813-684-8026. 
 

More information  on CUUPS classes, events, and Full Moon 

Celebrations can be found on the CUUPS website: http://

www.uutampa.org/cuups.htm. Questions or concerns can be di-

rected to CUUPS facilitator, Ollis Hughes (sunfiresage@juno.com 

or 813-684-8026). 

   Board Bytes  
   Mary Francis, Secretary 
 

A time for celebration - our church is now debt 

free!  The BOT voted to cash certificates of deposits to 

pay off our remaining outstanding notes.  It was a sound 

decision because the certificates were earning less interest 

than was to be paid on our notes.  This also puts us in a 

better financial position as we plan for our new building.   

 

Pledges toward the capital campaign were set to begin in 

July; however the process has been delayed with pending 

decisions about our new multi-purpose building.  When 

more information is available, there will be a congrega-

tional meeting to discuss and agree on next steps. Watch 

for more information and notification of the meeting.   

 

Has everyone noticed the condo for sale?  The condo was 

a gift to the church that is currently being held in trust.  

Unfortunately, there are costs to be paid when the condo 

is sold so the profits will likely be small to none.  The 

condo is priced to sale and any reasonable offer will be 

accepted.  If you know someone who might be interested 

in a one-bedroom condo, check with the office or go to 

the website for the realtors contact information. 

Food! Fun! Fellowship! Games! 

(And Monsters, 

Too) 
Don't miss our an-

nual Spaghetti 

Dinner and Family 

Game Night on 

Friday, Aug. 28, 

at  6 p.m. Suggested donations:  $8 for adults, $5 

for children over 5 years, with a maximum dona-

tion of $20 per family.  Children age 4 and 

younger are our guests. 

Thereôs a  chance the famous Flying Spaghetti 

Monster will be making another appearance! 

Donôt miss the fun.. 

 

 Proceeds from this event go to the UUCT general 

fund.  For more information or to help with the 

event, contact Judy Lehman 

mailto:gldnpuma@earthlink.net
http://www.uutampa.org/cuups.htm
http://www.uutampa.org/cuups.htm
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE  
 
And the Journey goes oné   
 
Weôre getting nearer and nearer our goal!  At Domelight deadline, new pledges toward construction of a multi-
purpose building have brought the total Capital Campaign pledge fund to almost $295,000!  When we reach 
$300,000, weôll receive an additional $15,000 from a memberôs challenge fund.  Then weôll need to look toward 
obtaining UUA financing.  We must have $325,000 to $350,000 to be a candidate for UUA monetary support.  
We still hope to meet that requirement. 
 
So fundraising hasnôt ended, and itôs not too late for you to help make this building project a reality.  If you 
havenôt pledged yet or if youôd like to add to your present commitment, just give Pat Benedict a call at her 
home phone, 813-968-1418, or email her at PNTB3781@aol.com.  All contributions of any size are welcome. 
 
Meanwhile, to ensure that we donôt overcommit ourselves, the Capital Campaign Committee and the Finance 
Committee are examining financial options.  Also, the Building Design Committee ï Diana Stevens, Ronnie 
Kirchheimer, Rod Martin and Tom Turke ï has been meeting with our architect, Hoffman Architects, P.A., of 
Tarpon Springs, to explore the most cost-effective ways to carry out this construction project without reducing 
the size or quality of the building. 
 
A Building Design subcommittee of Fran Davin and Tom Raffel has consulted with some modular building con-
tractors to get a clear understanding of the cost of a modular building comparable in size and quality to the 
Hoffman design. 
 
No final decisions on this project will be made without your approval as a congregation.  When every investiga-
tion is complete, weôll hold a congregational meeting for your vote.  Please hang on to your pledge money until 
all is approved. 
 
No matter what, the Capital Campaign Committee is committed to solving our Religious Education and meet-
ing space issues.  With your help, we will succeed. 
 

MINISTRY OF CARE 
 

The Care Committee strives to assist members and 

their families, when they are ill, bereaved, or feeling 

isolated.  To lend a helping hand it is important that the 

minister and Care Committee chairperson be informed 

about those facing health challenges or other serious 

situations.  If you know of someone in our congrega-

tion that is in need of help, please share that informa-

tion. We are, after all, a caring community. 

Domelight is published monthly by: 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Tampa 

11400 Morris Bridge Rd 

Tampa, FL 33637-1902 

(813)988-8188 

Download from http://www.uutampa.org  free of charge. 

For a 1 year subscription by mail, please make a $15.00 

donation to the church office. Mark it DOMELIGHT 

SUBSCRIPTION. Domelight deadline is generally the Sun-

day closest to the 15th of each month. Articles may be sub-

mitted by e-mail to Domelight@uutampa.org Submissions 

should include a contact name and phone number.  Edi-

tor: Liz Bleau 

http://www.uutampa.org/
mailto:Domelight@uutampa.org
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CONCERTS IN THE UU DOME GOES CLASSICAL  

 

  
WHO:   PIANIST JOHN HERNANDEZ & TENOR 
PAUL DIAZ -COBO  
 
WHEN:  Sunday Aug 23 at 3:00 
COST:   $20 door.   $15 advance.   (Pay on-line via the 
church website.)  
Yes.  THAT JOHN HERNANDEZ - OUR CHURCH PI-
ANIST!   John and Paul are teaming up to present a 
classy classical concert.  Not only will John be  provid-
ing piano accompaniment for Paul's terrific tenor vocal 
works,  he will also be performing wonderful solo piano 
works.  
The program includes works by Verdi, dôHardelot, Mon-
teverdi and others. 

   
ABOUT JOHN HERNANDEZ:    John,  a native of Ec-
uador now residing in Tampa, holds a Bachelor's De-
gree with Distinction from Salvador Bustamante  Celi 
National Conservatory of Music, a Performance Di-
ploma with Highest Honors from Rimsky Korsakov 
Conservatory of Music in Ecuador,  a Master's Degree 
in Piano Performance from the University of Louis-
ville.  He is currently furthering  his music studies at 
USF.      John has  made numerous appearances as 
recitalist and orchestra soloist.  As a  chamber musi-
cian, he has performed with members of various sym-
phony orchestras such as the Boston Symphony, Dus-
seldorf Symphony, Louisville  Orchestra, and the Na-
tional Symphony of Ecuador.  He has participated  in 
various festivals such as the Philharmonic Festival 
1994, the First  International Festival for Young Pianists 
in Ecuador, the Brevard Music  Festival in North Caro-
lina, the International Symposium and Piano Festival at 
Princeton University, the Contemporary Music  Festival 
at New England Conservatory, and the New Paltz Sum-
mer Festival in  New York.   He is the winner of national 
competitions in Ecuador such as the Guillermo Wright 
Vallarino Competition, the Cultural Merit for Out-
standing Musician by the City Hall of Loja, and the Ger-
man Cultural Center Competition.   After receiving 
these recognitions, he became the youngest artist to be 
appointed to the Home of Culture of  Ecuador.   His 
versatility as a musician has led him to record  for the 
soundtrack of the film "The Demoralization of Richard 
Engelsbird,"  as well as "The Anthology of Ecuadorian 
Music," a CD  compilation of well known music of Ecua-
dor. 
CURRENT PURSUITS:   John works with the Tampa 
Bay Children's Concert Chorus and  various local en-
sembles.  He is also the pianist for the UU Church of 
Tampa,  much to the delight of the church  choir and 
congregation. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ABOUT PAUL DIAZ -COBO:   Paul, who is of Cuban 
and Canary Islands descent,  studied under the late 
Giovanni Martinelli of the NY Metropolitan Opera and 
the late Raymond D. Buckingham, who was the favor-
ite basso of conductor Leopold Stokowski.  At the 
young age of 25,  Paul  had his operatic debut  in Jo-
hann Strauss' Die Fledermaus with the Jersey Lyric 
Opera.  Shortly thereafter, he appeared as Tamino in 
Die Zauberflote, Don Ottavio in Don Giovanni and Don 
Jose in Carmen. In 1992, after returning from Milan, 
Italy, where he performed at the Giuseppe  Conserva-
toire,  he was invited to participate the Greater Miami 
Opera's Young Artist Program as Don Jose in a new 
adaptation of Bizet's Carmen. Other roles to his credit 
include Canio in I Pagliacci, Alvaro  in La Forza del 
Destino, Edgardo in Lucia di Lammermoor, Count 
Rosillion  in the Merry Widow, Hoffmann in the Tales of 
Hoffmann, Faust, Alfredo in  La Traviata, and Rodolfo 
in La Boheme.   He has also appeared at the Julliard 
School of Music  (by invitation of Maestro Vincent La 
Selva of the New York Grand Opera)  and on the Joe 
Franklyn Channel 9 TV program in NYC.   (To listen to 
Paul, let your fingers Google him and then follow the 
links.)  
  
QUOTES: "I am always happy to learn of a new tenor 
voice of such high quality. Certainly the bottom and 
middle of your voice are striking, fairly baritonal,  and 
with some grit that a lot of more 
 famous tenors could use. Yet when you arrive at the 
top notes, especially the second one in Chella mi 
creda, and in the Dio mi potevi, I  could only say 
'WOW!' "   Joe Pearce-- Opera Quarterly, 
Vocal Record Collectors Society.      ***    " Una Voce 
Piu Bella, una voce piu bella!" ( A beautiful voice, 
a beautiful voice!)  Franco Corelli--Tenor OMTI  
 
Gloria Holloway  (813-837-6572; 
gshello@tampabay.rr.com). 

http://us.mc1114.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=gshello@tampabay.rr.com
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 GREEN GROUP 

July was kind of slow for us, what with the holiday and 

many folks on vacation, but we're back, now and, hope-

fully, we can start building up our participation.   

 Matt Devliger, the Green Peace Florida Organizer will be 

with us Sunday, August 2, to update us on Green Peace 

and, specifically, what he has been doing since he arrived a 

couple of months ago. I do know that he has been working 

with FCAN, where I work, on a number of issues. So, 

please come and let's find out what's happening with Green 

Peace!  

  I attended the July meeting of FUSE (Faiths United for 

Sustainable Energy) at the Hyde Park United Methodist 

Church and was informed of some interesting approaches 

to utilizing our buildings in a more environmentally 

friendly way and encouraging our members to live more 

sustainably. In the past we have decided that going for UU 

Green Sanctuary status would be too big a project for us to 

take on now but there are a number of things we can do to 

set the stage for pursuing that later, some of which were 

covered at the workshop. I'll be making this information 

available to all and will be adding more as our relationship 

with FUSE grows.  

  UU Green Group members and anyone interested in com-

munity gardening is invited to help us develop our own 

community garden here at UUCT.  We've been setting the 

stage for future planting by preparing the site on the 2nd 

Saturday of each month in coordination with the Buildings 

and Grounds Work Day. All are welcome to come and help 

out!   

 The Garden Soxx representative has agreed to meet with 

us at a date to be determined in August. This is an exciting 

product which simplifies setting up an organic garden by 

putting all the ingredients in tube shaped socks which can 

be place above or on ground and are easily moved to permit 

optimum sunlight exposure.   

UUCT Green Group is an adult RE group formed to pro-

mote sustainable living within our congregation and the 

community at large.   We meet, weather depending, in the 

gazebo or in the large or small domes each Sunday from 

9:45AM to 10:45AM. You do not have to be a member of 

our congregation to join and we have a discussion group on 

Yahoo Groups-UUCT Green Group.  

  Tom Krumreich    

HOPE Happenings 

Hillsborough Organization for Progress and Equality 

As HOPE'S Investment Drive comes to a close, we are pre-

paring for the HOPE Listening Process. This year we will 

use House Meetings as a way to strengthen our relationship 

with each other, identify our concerns in the areas of justice 

and equity for our community, and build our justice network 

so we can effectively tackle those con-

cerns.   The identified concerns are prioritized at the HOPE 

Convention and then researched to become next yearôs is-

sues at HOPE's Nehemiah Action. In other Congregation-

Based Community Organizations (CBCOôs) around the 

country, recent issues have included healthcare and dental 

care for low income and uninsured, improving access to 

education, affordable housing, and the creation of new jobs. 

You will be invited to share your concerns and those of your 

friends and family. 

A team of leaders from each congregation will plan and be 

trained in hosting house meetings with members of their 

congregation. This listening process lays the foundation for 

listening to and engaging our members in effective justice 

work in our community.  

The main dates for our Listening Process are below. Please 

mark your calendars now!  (Locations will be announced at 

a later date.) 

¶ Monday, September 14th at 6:30 pm:  Listening & 

Building Team Training  

¶ Monday, October 26th at 6:30 pm:  Team Assembly, 

final reporting on listening process & approval of Con-

vention reports regarding prioritized community con-

cerns, voting process, and nominations for executive 

officers.  

¶ Monday, November 9th at 6:30 pm:  Annual Conven-

tion  

The next process, the Research to Action Process, will be 

kicked off at a December 3rd training and culminate in next 

yearôs Nehemiah Action. If you care about justice and fair-

ness and are looking for a way to utilize your research and 

creative problem solving skills, this is a perfect opportunity 

to make a difference in our community. 

Please contact Carol Partington, 985-9109, if you would 

like to participate in any of these processes.  
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5th  Annual 

witches Mas-

querade 

Ball!!!  
  October 24

th 

6pm ï witching hour  
Plan to attend this fun -filled evening with a Harry Potter 

theme.  You may also see ghosts, ghouls, gypsies, pirated, 

witches, and even muggles ï anything goes.  The Copper 

Cauldron will begin serving dinner at 6pm and the Leaky Fau-

cet will be open with double, bubble beverages!  Join others 

in the Great Hall feasting or stroll along Diagon Alley shops 

for a visit to Honeydukeôs, Olivanders,  or perhaps, Madam 

Malkinôs shop for apparel.   

There will be so much more ï but we need volunteers for this 

event.  Job vacancies include, but are not limited to, set -up 

and tear -down, kitchen witchery, bakers, cashiers, etc.  To 

volunteer - contact Mary at gldnpuma@earthlink.net  or call 

813-684-8026. 

 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
 
Early in July mid-year contribution statements were sent to 
those who have made a financial commitment to the UUCT 
ministry.  It was sent to help you know where you are in your 
planned giving. Are you on track, do you need to adjust your 
pledge?   
 
This is the time of year we take a closer look at the Budget.  
The finance committee needs to know if adjustments need 
to be made in UUCT spending. I apologize to those who 
might be confused about the information on the statement 
they received.  Our computer pledge tracking program has a 
minor problem in that it only recognizes ñindividualò giving, 
even though you had pledged as a couple or family.  So, if 
you received a mid-year contribution statement that just 
doesnôt agree with what you have contributed donôt be dis-
mayed. It can be fixed. Just bring the statement with you to 
church some Sunday morning, Iôll be in the office at 10a.m. 
the first 3 Sundays in August to correct any errors or omis-
sions.   
 
 
 Joyce Formica 

PENNIES FOR 

PEACE  
Our kids are learning to build a fair 

and peaceful world.  They are build-

ing bridges of peace one penny at a 

time by raising money for Pennies for Peace.  The 

money will be used to buy school supplies for kids in 

Pakistan.   The wrap up activity will be on August 

30th.  The children will be in church for the first part of 

the service.  They will be asked to come forward with 

their penny jars to show how much money they col-

lected.  The congregation will recognize them for their 

success in this project.  Go to www. penniesfor-

peace.org. for more information.  THANKS for sup-

porting Pennies for Peace. 
Ronnie, Dawn, & Kathi 

 

   d 
 

 

Pull Your Weight  
by Rod Martin 
 

    This years Stewardship Committee is preparing an-

other Campaign.  Our kickoff lunch will be after the 

Sunday Service on October 4th.  Cottage meetings will 

follow immediately for a two week period, Oct. 5th-

Oct.18th. 

 

    This year our slogan is ñPull Your Weight.ò The 

Stewardship Committee is counting on everyone to 

show through their pledge how important the church is 

to them and how the church community has supported 

us in our lives.  If everyone raised their pledge 5% or 

more, that would be considered an outstanding cam-

paign, something we will all be proud of. 

 

    Details of cottage meetings and an invitation to the 

kickoff will follow in the mail.  We are looking for-

ward to enthusiastic and committed support.  Lets all 

pull together in these exciting times and make our 

church the most it can be. 

 

 

 

mailto:gldnpuma@earthlink.net
http://www.freeclipartnow.com/cartoons-comics/harry-potter/harrypotter15.gif.htm
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R.E flections  

By Katie Culbert  

Director of Religious Education 

 

Mark your calendars for our annual RE 

Building/Playground Clean-Up on Sat-

urday, September 12th from 9:00 am to noon.  We 

will be preparing the small dome for our upcoming 

2009/2010 RE year.  There are tasks for people of all 

abilities.  Childcare & brunch will be provided. 

 

Please join us for an RE Open House on Sunday, 

September 20th from 10:00 ï 1:00.  This open house 

is your opportunity to register for and receive informa-

tion about this yearôs RE program, and to enjoy brunch 

with UUCT RE teachers, committee members, and 

other families. 

 

A Parentôs Potluck Picnic (PPP) takes place on the 

playground & in the small dome on the 3rd Sunday of 

each month following worship service.  At each PPP 

we celebrate that monthôs birthday boys and girls with 

a cake! Please bring a dish to share.  This is a great op-

portunity to connect with other UUCT parents.  The 

August PPP is Sunday, August 16th. 
 

If you are a parent with a child in the UUCT RE pro-

gram please consider joining our Parentôs Group.  

The goals of the parentôs group are to connect UU 

families to one another, to create fun community build-

ing events for our children and families, and to monitor 

the safety and upkeep of the RE building and play-

ground.  The Parentôs Group works with the RE Com-

mittee to accomplish these goals.  Meetings take place 

monthly during Buildings and Grounds, the second 

Saturday of the month.  For more information please 

contact Laurie Ennis, laurie.heinlein@gmail.com. 

 

Middle and High School youth are encouraged to at-

tend our UUCT youth group, which meets every Sun-

day from 11:00 to 12:15 in the small dome, beginning 

on Sept. 13th. 

If you are interested in volunteering in the religious 

education program as a teacher, an advisor, or in an-

other capacity, please contact Katie Culbert, katiecul-

bert@verizon.net or 951-5680. 

FROM THE  

 PRESIDENTõs DESK 

 

    This month, August, brings to 

an end our Program Year.  It is 

hard to believe another year has 

gone by when summer is not even over.  Yet, next 

month, September, we open a new Program Year with 

our annual Home Coming Water Communion Sunday; 

our Music Program resumes as the Choir, its director, 

and its accompanist return from having the summer 

off; and the new Religious Education Program for our 

children starts up. 

 

    The one key factor that makes our Program Year 

successful is its reliance upon volunteers.  We really 

are a church community dependant upon its volunteers. 

We only have one full-time paid worker, our Minister, 

the Reverend Doctor Sara Zimmerman, who is not an 

employee but a Called Minister.  There are four part 

time employees on our staff: the Director of Religious 

Education, the Office Administrator, the Choir Direc-

tor, and the Choir Accompanist.  Further, the cleaning 

personnel and Nursery workers are contracted person-

nel.  The bulk of the work of the church is done by vol-

unteers, like you and me.  That brings us to the key rea-

son for presentation ï Help Wanted! 

 

    Several of our key Committee Chair positions are 

now vacant or will be open starting in September.  

These are:   Care, Hospitality, Social Actions, Social 

Activities, Volunteer Coordinator, and Worship.  Also, 

Carol Partington would love to have a co-chair person 

to assist her with HOPE.  Bill Blymiller, bless his 

sainted heart, would greatly appreciate someone taking 

his place as the ñtemporaryò (how many years has it 

been?) Chair of Building and Grounds.  If anyone has 

an interest in helping our community remain strong by 

taking on responsibility for any of these positions, 

please let me know. This does not have to be a life long 

commitment, short term commitments will suffice 

nicely, thank you.  Also, you may consider co-chairing 

or sharing a committee chair.  What we do need is your 

help.  Please consider helping share the load.  Thanks ï  

 

Eb Benedict. 

mailto:katieculbert@verizon.net
mailto:katieculbert@verizon.net



